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PREFACE. 



THE following Fragments were not originally de- 
signed for the public eye, but selected at different 
periods,' as I met with any occurrence in reading 
Authors that particularly struck me. On look- 
ing over my Collection, it first occurred to me tlmt 
by arranging my subject according to the date, 
I might form a volume, that might be inter- 
esting to those who are pleased with the more ge- 
nuine relation of former events ; for the elegant and 
comprehensive language of our modern Historians, 
will not suffer them to enter into those minute de- 
tails which frequently render old Authors tedious, 
and which we can only peruse with satisfaction as 
they regard particular objects and events. 

To those reflective minds that can be amused 
with making comparisons and drawing inferences 
between the manners, customs, language, &c. of 
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our ovQ time, aixd that loDg past^ I particularly 
offer this Collection ; hoping also it may furnish 
a share of amusement to those, who though they da 
not like to labour through the old Authors, may 
Iiave no objectloQ to thus lightly Aini on the sur- 
face. 

In this Selection I have been most particularly 
indebted to the Hbtoriansr and Antiquarians, Malms- 
bury, Sir Thomas Moore, Leland, Stowe, Camden, 
Weever, HoweJ, Hearne, Foster, Stevens, Willes, 
&C/&C. making no alteration nor innovation what- 
ever in their style or orthography f tliereforc, as with 
justice I can claim to myself no merit in the Work^ 
neither can I be answerable for its defects. 
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ORIGIN OF THE FAMILY, 

AND 

ISIAME OF STEWART, OR STEWARD. 

(Camdbn.) 



T PQHUABRE hath had, so farre as I have 
read, no earles; but abput, the yeere of our. 
Sidvation (lOSO) there was a thane over it of great 
fame, and much spoken of, named Banqhuo, whom 
Macbeth the bastard, when with murder and blood- 
shed he had usurped the crowne, being fearfull. 
and suspicious, caused to bee made away; for that 
he had karned by a prophesie of certaine wise wo- 
men, that his posteritie, when the line of Macbeth 
was expired and extinct, should one day obtaine the 
kingdome, and by a long successive descent reigne 
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in ScotlancL Which verily hath fallen out accord-* 
jDgly. For Fleancfa the sonne of Banqhuo^ who 
unknowne in the darke escaged the traines laid for 
liim^ fled into Wales ; where for a time hee kept 
himselfe close : and having taken to wife Nesta the 
daughter of Griffith ap Lewellin prince of North 
Wales, begat Walter, who returning into Scotland, 
with so great fame of his fortitude repressed the re- 
bellion of the ilanders, and with as great wisdome 
managed the king's revenewes in this tract, that 
the king made him Seneschall, whom they com* 
monly call Stewart of the whole kingdome of Scot- 
land. Whereupon this name of office imposed the 
surname Stewart unto his posteritie, who spreading 
throughout all parts of Scotland into a number of 
noble branches, after many honours heaped upon 
them, have flourished a long time, and from out of 
them, three hundred yeeres agoe and thi,rtie, Ro* 
bert Stewart by Marjorie his mother, daughter to 
King Robert Brus, obtained the kingdome of Scot- 
land, and now lately James Stewart of that name 
the sixth king of Scots, by Margaret his great 
grandmother, daughter of King Henrie the Seventh 
(the divine power of that most high and Almightie 
Ruler of the world so disposing) is ascended with 
the generall applause of all nations, to the height 
of monarchical! majestic over all Britaine and the 
isles adjacent. 
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THE INSCRIPTION 



ON 



The Seal of TVilliam the Conqueror^ 

1066. 

(f*ROM Camden.) 



ita 



^»^ 



On the oAe sid^. 

Hoc Normcmnorum Guilielnmm nosce Pdiranum, 

The Normans patron William know^, hy this stamp 
that you see» 

And on the other. 

tloc Anglis Signo Regemfatear is eundem t 

iBy this^ a King to Ebglishmen^ acknowledge hiill 
to be^ 
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ACCOUNT 

jOF 

The Cathedral ChiBrch at Winchester^ 

ITS MONUMENTS, ^c. Ac, 
(froiji 1079.) 

EXTRACTED FROM SAMUEL GAJLE's HIST0RT« 



THE Catliedral Chureh was begaa to be built 
by Bishop Walkelin a Norman in the Reign of King 
William the Conqueror, andtbo ye^? of our Lord 1 079, 
and made fit for divine service in the year 1093^ but 
not finished in that grandeur we now see it till the 
year 1349, by the famous Bishop Wickham; aiid 
indeed it is no wonder «o great a fsibrick should be 
so long in jcarrying on, if we copsi^er that the whole 
expence was 4<^£t^yed by the bishops, there being no 
taxes laid in those days for the building of churches. 
I%i8 is one of the largest in England, and very re- 
gular, tho' of that which is called the Gotliick 
manner. The arches are all angled and supported 
by several small columns set together, being of the 
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flcme diameter at the base as at the capital. In tlie' 
whole^ the structure is most magnificent^ and much 
adoreed bj the beautiful painted wiiklows, wUch 
auffisred mueh by the outragious pretended seal of 
Hae i^nd rebellion against King Charles the First. ' 

The whole lei^giii of this Church from east t<r 
wesit is 545 foot^ whereof our Lady's Chapel at the 
east end behind the choir^ id 54 foot; from that 
ebapel to the iron door above the steps^ at the en- 
trance iato the ohoir^ is 160 foot; from that iron 
door to the porch at the west end 351 foot. The 
whole breadth of t)ie church is 87 foot. The length 
of the choir 136 foot, the breadth 40. 

The font which is of great antiquity, stands on 
the north side of the nave of the church, being a 
large, sqiuare stone of black, marble, three foot threes- 
inches over, with a circular bason cut in ft, sup- 
ported by a plahi stone pedestal. The sides of the 
square font are adorned with bass relieves r^iresent^ 
ixig some mimcles, as is supposed.. 

There is an handsome ascent of steps up to the 

choir, which is seperated from the body of the 

church by a beautiful frontispiece of stone, built 

between the two great pillars of the arch of the 

tower. The stalls or seats of the dean and preben- 

darief are very neat and ancient, adorned with gilded 

spire work, and in the middle of the choir is an 

eagle on an high pedestal, whose back is used. tOt 
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lay the book on to xead the lessons i^ divine 
service. 

On each side of the altar is a fine partition stone 
wall^ curioasly wrought^ seperating the presbytery 
from the north and south isles; and on the t<^ of 
each of those walls are placed three shrines, or 
chests curiously carved, painted and gilded with a 
crown upon each, wherein are the bones of some 
Saxon and Danish kings, aod some bishops. The 
first chest on the south side with tliis inscriQ^ion. 

Edredus Rex obitt anno 955. 

Hie plus in iuynulo Rex Edredus requiesctt^ 
Qui has BriUmum terras' rexerdt egregie. 

That is. 
King Edred dy'd in the year 955. 

Here rests the pious King Edred in his tomb 
Who notably governed these lands of tlte Britous» 



The second chest lias this inscription. 

Edmundm Rex obyt; 

Quern Theca haec retinet Edmundum suscipe Ckriste 
Qui vivente Petro Regia sceptra tulit. 
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That is, 
King Edmund dy'd. 

Receive^ O Christy Edmund whom this chest con>-' 

tains. 
Who swayed the regal scepter whilst Peter wai» 

living. 



The third chest did formerly contain the hones of 
the Danish King, Canutus^ and of the Norman^ 
William Rufus. The tomb for the latter, of grey 
marble, is raised about two foot above the pave- 
ment, in the middle of the upper part of the choir, 
before the high altar, and his bones being chested 
were set up over the door on the top of the wall oa 
the south side as you come into the choir. 

On that chest was formerly this inscription. 
Hicjacent ossa Cnutonis a Willielmi RuJL 

That is. 
Here lie the bones of Cnute and William Rufus. 

Instead whereof there has been lately put on it 
the following inscription^ 

In Hac Et Alterae Regiane Cista Ossa Sunt CnuH 
^ RuJiRegum Emmae Reginae Win<B §• Jlnulphi 
Episcopor* 
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. In this and the other opposite chest are the bones 
t)f Cnute and -Ruftts^ Kings $ of Queen &iima j 

Wina and Amulphus^ Bishops. 

In the tomb above mentioned of King William 
Rufus, which was broken open by the rebels against 
King Charles the Flrst^ was found the dust of tliat 
Mng, some relicks of cloth of gold; a lai^ gold 
ring, and a small silver chalice. 



The first chest from the altar on the' north side 
Iras this inscription upon it, 

Reic Kingulstm obijt 641. 

On the choir side of the same chesty 

Adulphtis obijt 859. 

KinguhH in dsta hac simul ossajacent a Jdulphu 
Ipsius Fundator Mc Benefactor erat. 

That is. 

King Kingulphus dy'd 641, 

Adulphus dy'd 859. 

In this chest together lye the bones of KinguTstos 

and Adulphus. 
Tlie first was Founder, tlie latter Benefactor* 
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The second chest has this inscriptionr 

Kenulphns Rex abijt 754. 

On the choir side^ 

Egbertm obijt 837- 

Hie Rex Eghertus pauwtt cum Rege KenulphOp. 
]Sobi8 egregie mUfiera uter^e tuUt. 

That IS, 

King Kenulphus dy'd 754. 

Egbert dy'd 837. 

Htre King Egbert lies, with King Kenulphus, 
Each of them brought us notable presents. 



On the third chest was formerly this inscription.^ 
Hicjaceni ossa ffm(B EfHScopL 



lliat is, 
Here lye the bones of Bishop Wioa. 

And on- the north side of the coffin, 
-Hie jacet Stigandus Archiepiscopus^ 

That is. 
Here lyes Archbishop Stigand. 
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But now the inscription upon it is. 
In hac dsta A,D. 1661, Pramiscue Recondita 
mnt ossa Principum ^ Prcdaioruin sacnlega bear" 
fiarie dispersa. A, D. 1642. 

That IS, 
In this chest. In the year of our Lord 1661, were 
promiscuously laid up the bones of Princes and Pkv<- 
lates, which had been scattered about with sacri- 
legious barbarity, in the year of our Lord 1642. 

The reason of this inscription is, that in the 
aforsaid year 1642, the rebels getting into this 
church, in their euthusiastick zeal took the bones 
of Kings and Bishops out of these chests, and made 
use of them to throw at and break the fine painted 
windows. These royal remains have been here 
mentioned as such, but to descend to other monu- 
ments of persons of a lower rank^ is what cannot 
be expected. 

It must be added, that this Cathedral was origi- 
nally dedicated to St. Peter. Afterwards St. Swi- 
thin, bishop of this See, being in great veneration, 
it came by degrees to be called by his name; but 
King Henry the Eighth, gave it the title of the Holy 
Trinity. 



THE CHAKACTBB OF 

WILLIAM R UFUS, 

THIRD SON OF WILLIAM THE CONQUEROR. 

(1087.) 

As quoted try STOWE, 

From the Historian William of Malmsbukt. 



HE was uariable^ inconstant^ couetous, and cruel, 
liee burdened his people with unreasonable taxes, 
pylled from the ryche, and oppressed the poore, 
and what hee thus got, hee prodigally spent in 
great banqueting and sumptuous apparel, for he 
^ woulde neyther eate, drinke, or weare any thing', 
but that it coste unmeasurably deere. As for ex- 
ample it was in those dayes written (and for us now 
tQ be noted) that in a morning hys Chamberlayn^ 
bringing him a newe paire of hosen, he demaunding 
what they coste, and the Chamberlayne answering 
three shillings, the King being wroth, said, — 
^^Away, begger that tliou art, are those meete 
hose for a King to weare? bring me a paire of a 
marke, or thou shalte sore repent it;" then his 
Chamberlayne fette another paire that wete much 
\^rse than the first, and sayd they cost a marke, 
wherewith King William was well pleased. Thus 
farre have I noted the saying of King William,, by- 
cause it importeth the simplicitie of apparell in 
those dayes used, so fane dlff<^rent from the ezcesse 
of this present time. 
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A TABLE 

OF 

The PRICES of PROVISIONS firm the Tear 

1125 to 1610. 



if. s. d. 

1125. A stalled Ox 1 O 

A Sheep 4 

1172. An Ox 2 

1 107. Ditto 3 

1 199. RocHelle Wine^ per tua 1 O 

1212. A Hog Oil 

1254. An Acre of Wheat 2 O 

1256. A Sheep 8 

1274. Best Hen 3| 

Goose' S 

Three Pigewis O 1 

Twelve Larks 1 

A Lamb O 4 

1279. A fat Ox 16 

A Hen 1 

Ten Eggs .................. 0^ 
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£, 8, d» 

1293. Carcase of an Ox ..0 5 

1298. Ditto 6 8 

1314. A Corn fed Ojc 1 4 

Grass fed ditto 16 

Twenty Eggs ..0 6 1 

1325. A stalled Ox 18 

A Plough Ox 15 

1374. Carcase of a salted Ox .2 6 6 

1406. A Bull 7 8 

An Ox 13 4 

1444. Ditto •... 1 11 8 

1475. Ditto 1 

1500. Ditto Oil S 

1531. Ditto 1 6 8 

1549. Best fat Ox 2 5 

1570. Flour, the Bushel 2 8 

1610. An Ox, weighing 6e01b. ..... .^ 10 
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PRICES OF LABOUR, 

HORSES, AND OTHER ARTICLES^ 

From the Year 1126 fo 1587. 



£* s, d* 

1J26^ Sen'ant's Wages, per Annum ..1 4 4 

1173. A Knight's Subsisence, per Diem 9 

A Footman's ....0 2 

1175. Scarlet Cloth, per Ell .•••.... 5 6 

Green ditto, ditto 0^2 10 

1 196. A Palfrey for the King of Wales's ' . 

Son 3 6 8 

A Horse for his Chaplain 1 8 1 

1207. A Female Villein 4 

1211. A Horse .0 5 

1225. For the Hire per Day of a Cart 

and two Horses .0 10 

Ditto with three Horses 1 2 

1229. Tlireshingtiiree Quarters of Oats 2 
A Day's. Work at Plough, with 

Diet , ,,,0 6 
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£. $• d, 

127^ Wool, per Sack rr. 6 13 4 

A Labourer, per Diem 1| 

Harvast Man, ditto 2 

Harrowing one Day with one 

Horse * . . 10 

1274. A Horse from 5s. to . ; 3 6 8 

1275. A War Horse 6 8 

1293. Caivdels, per pound 1 . . Ij 

A Labourer, per Day 1} 

1 294. A Carpenter, per Day 2|' 

1296. Russet, the . Ell 9 

Wool, per Pound 1 10 

Iron, per Cwt, •••..»••••.... 2 6 

A Horse and Cart 8 

A Cart Horse • • • . 4 

Sea Coal, per Quarter 6 

1300. A Horse for the Queen 16 13 4 

Ditto for the King's Confessor ..613 4 

A Riding Horse 5 

A Horse of the. King's sold for 40 

Linen, per £11 4 

A Knight, per Day 2 

A Squire 1 

A Sailor from 2d. to 3 

A Blacksmith from 3d. to .0 4 

A Carpenter, or a Mason, 4d. to 6 

A Ditcher • ..• •••.••.. O 2 
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1S06. A Chaplaixi, per .Anbnhti . . w . /. .8 ' 6 1 1 
1314. A Scotch Biskop^ Prisoner ia 

England; allowed Daily . • • • 6 

A Valet, ditto O 3 

A Chaplain, jditto .••••0 1| 

An ordioacy. Servant, ditto • • • • If 

* 

1S2GV An Acre of Arable, per Annum •• 3 
13S0i Prince of Wales's Norse, per 

Annum •%••••«•••• .10 

His Rocker 6 13 4 

1S31. A Shepherd, per Annum 3 d: 

1348. Boots, per Pair . • w. • » O 3 4 

An Ox Hide 1 

1368. A good Cart Horse 2 6 8 

1363. Two Hundred Ash Trees 90 

1400. A Chaplain, per Annum 5 

1406« A Carpenter, per Day 4 

1407. A new Plough 10 

1409. A Mass Priest, per Annum •.••413 4 ' 
1411. A Sheep going one Year with the 

Lord's Flock I 

I4|25. Berber, per Annum .p.. . 6 

1440, Bhie Cloth, per Yard ...0.1 o 

1448, The Hay of one Acre ...0 5 

1450. Land sold for ^4 Years' Purchase. 

1455. Roof Titesj^ per Hundred ,«.... 6 3 4 

1462^ A white Bonnet for my Loid ..Oil 4 
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1463. A Hat J 8 

1465. A Carpenter, per Day . ....... 10 

1481. Lime, per Bushel 2 

An Artificer and his Man, one 

Day ,. p 6 

1483. Shoes, per Pair 8 

1600. A little Ambling Horse 1 

AgreatBlftck trotting Hone. ..10 

Feather Bed and Bolster 1 

1506. Labourer, per Day •••••••.••0 4 

1535. A Smock /. 5 

1539. Allowance per Week in a Country 
Alms-house to a Man and his 

Wife ,7i 

1561. Candels, per Pound ...•...,., 3 

1570. A Quire of Paper 3 

1587, A Pair of Shoes .♦ 1 6, 
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COMBAT 

BETWEEN 

ROBERTE DE MOUNTFORT, 

AND 

HENRY OF ESSEX. 

1163, 

(Stowb») 



ROBERT de Mountfort accused his neere kiny- 
maH Henry of Essex^ of high treason before the no- 
bilitie^ af&rming that he in an expedition into 
Wales^ in a narrow and hard passage at Colleshele^ 
most fraudulently threwe away the King's (Henry 
the Second's) standard^ and with a lowde voyce 
pronounced him to be dead^ and turned backe those 
that came to the king's succour. (Indeede the 
foresayde Henry of Essex was perswaded that King 
Henry was slayne^ whiche undoubtedly had come to 
passe if Roger Earle of Clare had not with quicke 
speede come to with his retinue, and raysed agayne 
the king's standarde, to the encouraging of the 
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whole army.) Henry witlistoode the foresayde Ro- 
bert; and denyed all his accusations^ whereby in 
processe of time the matter came to be tryed by 
combate. They met at Reding to fight^ in an isle 
neere to the abbey. Thither also came much peo- 
ple to see what ende the matter woulde come to. 
And It chanced that when Robert had manfhlly 
powred out many and heaute strokes^ Henry turning 
reason into rage^ tooke upon him the part of a 
challenger and not a defender^ who whilest he man- 
, fully stroke^ was more stoutely striken agayne^ and 
endeuoring to conquer^ was conquered himselfe : he 
being ouercome^ fell downe for dead^ and when he 
was thought to haue bin slayne^ at the instance of 
suche of the nobilitie as were of kinne to him, it 
was granted unto the monks there that his body 
should be buryed, but afterward he reuiued^ and 
having recouered his healthy became a monke in 
that pl^ce.^ 
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ACCOUNT 

V 

TOMB OF FAIR ROSAMUND, 

WhoDJcdA.D. 1177. 

Collected from the Historian Stow, and the learned- 
Antiquary Hearn, qf Oaford, ^c. ^c. 



ROSAMUND, the fair daughter of Walter Lord 
Clifford, concuhine to Henry the Second (poisoned 
by Queen Eleanor as some thought) died A. D^ 
1177 at 'vVooastocKe, wue?e Xihg Kenry bad made 
for her an house of a wonderful working, so that no- 
man or woman might come to her, but he that was 
instructed by the king, or such as were right secret 
with him touching the matter. This house after 
some was named Labyrinthus, or Dedalus work, 
which was thought to be an house wrought like 
unto a knot in k garden, called a Maze; but it was 
commonly said, that lastly the queen came to her 
"by a clue of thread or silk, and so dealt with her, 
that she lived not long after; but when she was 
dead, she was buried at Godstow in an hou$e of 



( it ) 

mms, beside Oxford^ with these verses ' upon Imp 
tomb : 

Hkjdcet in tumba, Rosa mundS, ncm Iio9a mundi^ 

Nen redolety sed olet quce redolere solet.V 

' ' ' ■'.''. 

Tbe Rose of the World but not the cleane flowre. 
Is now here graven, to whom beauty was lent^ 

In this grave full darke now is Tier bowre. 
That by her life was sweet and redcrfent* 
But now that slie is from this life blent^ 

Though she were sweet now £i>uUy doth she stinke, 

A minour good for all men tfiat onher thinke. 

The lady's father having been a great friend to 
this nunnery of Godstow^ and she having spent 
part of her time among the nuns^ who^ during the 
innocent part of her life^ were m^htily delighted 
with her conversation (for her parts were equal t« 
:her beauty) no one will wonder, that- after herdeath, 
her body was conveyed hither (especially since her- 
self was likewise a considerable benefactress (to the 
place) and bury'd on one of the chief parts of the 
^church. History informs us, that it was laid in the 
middle of the choijr^L and that there was a handsome 
tomb erected to her i^emory, with very fine lights^ 
dil about it constantly burning. King Henry him* 
self had also a partipular affection for the place, as 
well 1^ be/had Sox this most accomplished lady. No 
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tivruples therefore hindered the abbesn knd nxiM 
from permiting her to be laid in so sacred a part of 
the church, especially as there was a handsome gra* 
tuhy left by her to pray for her after her death. 

But then after her body had continued in this 
manner for about fourteen years, Hugh, bishop of 
Lincoln, a man of a very holy life, caused it to be 
removed, as is noted by Hoveden and other His- 
torians, among which we ought to reckon Mr. 
Stow, who hath left us the following account of 
this transaction, which seems to me to be also 
taken from Leland*s Memoirs, tho' he hath not 
been pleased to name his voucher. 

^'Hu^, bishop of Lincoln, came (Anno 1191) 
** to the Abby of Nuns, called Godstow, between 
** Oxford and Woodstock, and wheh he had entered 
'* the church to pray, he saw a tomb in the middle 
^* of the choir, covered with a pall of silk, and set 
^^ about with lights of wax ; and demanding whose 
*^ tomb it was, he was answered that it was the 
^ tomb of Rosamund, that was some time lemman 
*^ to Henry the Second of that name. King of Eng-* 
^* land, who, for the love of her, had done much 
" good to that church. Then," . quoth the bishop^ 
^' take out of this place the harlot, and bury hei* 
*^ without the church, lest Christian religion should 
^* grow in contempt, and to the end that through 
^'^ example of her other women being made afraid 
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^^ may beware^ and keep themselves from unlawful 
^and advouterous company with men." 

The body being thus removed by the command oi 
the bishop^ let us now follow it out of the church 
and observe the conduct of the nuns upon this oc* 
casion. 

The bishop's injunction was of that force^ that 
they did not presume to act contrary to it; for 
which reason tliey did not venture afterwards to re- 
store the body to its former place. But gratitude 
to herself^ as well as to her father, and. respect to 
the memory of King Henry the Second, who for 
her sake had done extraordinary things for this 
nunnery, obliged them to take particular care of 
the body, so as to cause it to be bury'd in holy 
ground. Besides, I do not see any reason to think 
that she did not die a true penitent. For which 
cause these chaste nuns (for they were famous for 
their continence) might judge it altogether proper 
to shew the greater regard to one, who, before she 
suffered herself to be tempted, and drawn aside by 
the allurements of King Henry, had been, as it 
were, a constant companion with them. Tho' 
therefore, after her removal, there were not the same 
ornaments about her as there were before yet the 
nuns inclosed the bones in a perfumed leather bag, 
which they afterwards inclosed in a leaden coffin, 
over which a tomb, different from the former, was 
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9aid^ being a fair large stone, I suppose in form of a 
^coffin, agreeable to those times on which was put 
>this iwcription, 

TUMBA ROSAMUNDiE, 

Thus it continued till about the time of the dis* 
solution, when it was taken up, as we are toM by 
Mr. Leland, in these words4 

*^ Kosamunde's Tumbe at Godestowe Ntmneiy 
-^^ was taken up a late; it is a stone with this in- 
** scription: 

'^^ Thmha Jtasamimde, Her bones were closyd 
^' in lede, and withyn that, bones were closyd ia 
** letter. When it was openid there was a very 
^' swete smell came out of it.'* 

There is a crosse hard by Godestowe with this 
inscription : 

^* Qui meat hac orety signum salutis adoret, 

'^ Utque sibi detur veniam RosamundapreceturJ* 

Without doubt it wiD be expected, that I should 
•now signify in what place the body was bury'd after 
it was taken up; and this I shall do very freely. It 
seems therefore to me, that it was bury'd either in 
the Chapter House, or in the Cloisters. Indeed I 
think it was rather in the former than in the latter^ 
where the nuns themselves, as I take it, were biU 
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ry'd. And this notion I think sufficiently corifirraed 
by Ranulph Higden, who tells us expresly that it 
was in Capitulo Monialium, which word Capitulum 
is translated Chapter House, by Grafton. The only 
objection I can foresee to think slie was not bnry*d 
in the Chapter House is this^ that she had been a 
concubine^ and had acted against the laws of cha$* 
tity. But if she were a true penitent, as I believe 
she was, that objection will fall. Nor did the bishop 
prohibit her from being laid in the Chapter House. 
Hoveden tells us that he ordered her to be removed 
out of the chi^rch, and to be bury'd with the rest. • 
I suppose ft will be asked, what became of Rosa*- 
mund's Tomb upon its being taken up ? to which I 
wish I could give such an answer that might clear 
those that took it up from the guilt of sacrilegei 
But indeed the person that hath left an account of 
this matter upon record was a man of that credit^ 
that there is no room for any dispute about that 
point. For the famous Mr. Thomas Allen of Glo- 
cester Hall, now Worcester College, who died Anno 
] 632, in the 90th year of his age, has told us in a 
MS. note, that " the Tomb Stone of Rosamund 
'^ Clifford was taken up at Godstow, and broken 
*' in pieces, and that upon it were interchangeable 
*^ weavings drawn out, and deck'd with roses red 
'^ and green, and the picture of the cup, out of 
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^ which she drank the poison pven her by the 
^ queen, carved in stone.'* • 

Many other things of antiquity were brdcen ia 
pfieces after the same manner, and in the same 
place, which gave such offence to persons of true 
piety and devotion, that public complaints were 
made thereupon, and at length some metliods were 
agreed upon for redressing such sacrilegious acts. 
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THE DEATH 

OF 

KING RICHARD, CGEUR de LION. 

(1199.) 

AS BKLATED BY CAMDEN, 

WHEN King Richard besiged the castle of 
Chaluz in Little Britaine in (1199) wounded he was 
to death with an arrow 1by one of tliose in the said 
castle^ named Bertram Gurdon. And when he 
despaired of his life, hee demised the kingdome of 
England, and all his other lands unto his brother to 
keep. All his jewels, and one fourth of his treasure 
he gave unto hb nephew Otho, and another fourth 
part of his treasure, he gave and commanded to be 
dealt among his ser vaunts and the poore. Now when 
the said Bertram was apprehended and brougl^t be- 
fore the king, the king demanded of him in tliese 
terms : " What harme have I done thee, tliat thou 
*^ hast slaine me?" Unto whom without any man- 
ner of feare he knswared, — ** Thou: killedst my fa- 
*' ther, and two of my brethren withthine owne hand, 

C 2 
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^^ and me also thou wouldest now have killed, take 
^^ therefore what revenge so ever thou wilt of me, 
'* for I passe not, so thou maist be slaine, that hast 
*^ wrought so many mischiefcs to the world." — 
Then the king forgave him his death, and com- 
manded that hee should be let go at libertie, and to 
give him besides one hundred shillings sterling. 
But after the king was dead, some of the king's mi- 
nisters slayed the said Bertram, and hung him up. 
And this krog yeelded up his vitall breath the 
eighth day before the ides of April, which fell out 
to be the fourth day of the weeke before Palme Sun- 
day, and the eleventh day after he was wounded: 
and buried hee was at Font Ebrard, at the feet of 
his father. Touching whose death a certain versi- 
fier saith thus : 

Jsiliis in morte perimit formica konemy 
Proh dolor I in tantofunere mundus obit. 

In th's man's deaths as is well seene^ the ant a lion 

slaies. 
And in so great a death (alas) the world doth end her 

daies. 

The corp$ of which King Richard is divided into 
three parts. Whence was this verse made ; — 

Viscera Carceohim Corpus Fons servat Ebrardi, 
£t Coi^'^Khothomagummagne Richarde iuum. 
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Thy bowels onely Carceol keeps^ thy corps Font 

' Everard, 
And Rhoan hath keeping of thy hearty O puissant 
Riciiard. 

When King Richard was departed this life, his 
brother John was girt with the sword of the duchy 
of Normandie by the Archbishop of Rhoan, the se- 
venth day before the calends of May next ensuing, 
after the death of the aforesaid king : which arch- 
bishop did set upon the head of the said duke a 
circle flower with golden roses in the top round 
about. Also upon the sixth day before the calends 
of June hee was anointed and crowned King of 
England, all the lords and nobles of England being 
present, within the church of Saint Peter inr West- 
minster upon the day of the Loras Ascension. And 
afterwards was John King of England called to a 
Parliament in France by the King of France, to 
answer as touching the death of his nephew Arthur, 
and because he came not, he deprived him of Nor- 
mandy. 
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A SINGULAR ACT 
INJUSTICE AND CRUELTY. 

1210. 
(Stowb.) 



THE King (John) commanded all the Jewes, 
both men und women, to be imprisoned and greev- 
ously punished, bycause he would have all their 
money, some of them gave all they had, and pro- 
mised more, to the ende they mighte escape so many 
kindes of torments; amongst whome, there was 
one which being tormented many wayes, would not 
ransome himselfe, till the king had caused every 
day one of his great teeth to be pulled out by the 
space of seaven dayes, and then he gave the king 
tenne thousand markes of silver, to the ende they 
should pull out no more. 
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ANCIENT EPITAPH 

OM 

Sir Robert Vere^ Third Earl of Oafordy 

wh«8e body wa8 rbhoyed at the dissolution frolff 
the priory church to the parish church of hat* 
yield regis, where he lies cross-legged with the 
following french inscription.. 

\ (Weever.) 



SIR ROBERT DE VERE le premier, Cotmt 
de Oxenford^ le tien git ci.. Dieux del Alme siluy 
pies face merci. ^ 

Oi pur I'ame priera XL* Jors de pardonn avem 
X Pater noster. 

That is. 

The first Sir Robert Vere, third Earl of Oxford, 
Kes here, God, if he please, have mercy of his soul* 
Whosoever shall pray for his soul, shall obtain i(y 
j^ jpardon and ten Pater nosters. . 

He dy'd in 122U 



C 4 



( 33 ) 



CONTENTION 

BETWEEN 

Hie Archbishop of Canterbury^ and the 
Chanons of Si. Bartholomew. 1250. 

(Stowb.) 



BONIFACE, Archbishop of Canturburie, in his 
visitation came to the Priorie of Saint Barthelmew 
in Smithfielde, where being receyved with proces- 
sion in most solemne wise, he sayd he passed not 
upon honor, but came to visit them, unto whom 
the chanons answered, that they having a learned 
bishop, ought not in contempt of him to be visited 
by any other ; which answere so much misliked the 
archbishop, that he forthwith fell on the subprior, 
$nd smote him on the face with his fiste, saying, 
^^ Indeede, indeede, doth it become you English 
^^ traytors so to answere me?" Thus raging with 
others not to be recited, he rent in peeces the 
rich coape of the subprior, trode it under feete, m& 
thrust him against a pillar of the chancell, that he 
had almost killed him, but the chanons seeing that 
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their subprior was almost dead, they ratine and 
plucked off the archbishop with such a violence, 
that they overthrew him backwards, whereby they 
might see that he was armed and prepared to fight. 
The archbishop's men seeing their mayster downe 
(being all strangers, and their mayster's counWey- 
men borne in Prouance) fell upon the Cbanon^, 
beate them, tare them, and trode them under their 
feete. At length the chanons getting away as well 
as they could, ranne bloudy and mirie, rent and 
torne, to the bishop of London, to complayne, who 
bade them go to the king at Westminster, and tell 
him thereof; whereupon foure of them went thither, 
the rest were not able, they were so sore hurt ; but 
when they came at Westminster, the king woulde 
neyther heare nor see them, so they returned with^ 
out redresse. In the meane season the whole citie 
was in an uprore, and readle to have rong the com- 
mon bell, and to have hewed the archbishop into 
small peeces, but he was secretly gotte away to 
Lambeth, 
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HALFPENCE AND FARTHINGS 

FIRST MADE ROUND, 1280. 

(Stowb.) 



WHEREAS before this time, the peny was 
wont to have a double crosse, with a creast, in suche 
sorte that the same might be easily broken in the 
■midst, or into four quarters, and so to he made 
into halfe-pence, or farthings, it was now ordeyned 
that pence, half-pence, and farthings shoutde be 
made rounde, whereupon was made these verses 
following. 

Edward did smite round peny, halfepeny, farthing 
The crosse passes the bond of all throughout the ring 
The king's side was his head and his name written 
The crofse side, what citie it was in, coyned and 

smitten 
To poor man, ne* to priest, the peny frayses nothing 
Men give God aye the least, they feast liim with a 

farthing 
A thousand two hundred foure score years and mo 
On this money men wondered when it first began to 

go- 
At this time, twentie pence wayed an ounce of 
troy weiglit, whereby the peny, halfepeny and far- 
thing were of good quantitie. 
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A Bill of Divoreemenf, 

CALLED 

KEPUDIUM, 

IN THE REIGN OF EDWARD THE PIRST* 

1292. 

(Camden.) 



SIR JOHN CAMOIS, the son of the Lord 
Raulph Camois, of his owne free will (the verie 
words these bee in effect, exemplified out of the 
Parliament Records) gave and demised his owne wife 
Margaret, daughter and heire of John de Gaidesden, 
unto Sir William Panell Knight, and unto the same 
William, gave, granted, released, and quit claimed 
all the goods and chattels,' which she hath, or other- 
wise hereafter might have; and also whatsoever 
was in his hands of the foresaid Margaret's goods, 
and chattels, with their appurtenances ; so that 
neither he himselfe, nor any man else in his name, 
might make claime or challenge any intre§t, nor 
ought for ever, in the foresaid Margaret from hepce 
forth, or in the goods and chattels of the said Mttx^ 
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^ret. Which is as much^ as in one word they 
said in old time. 

* Vt wnma sua secum haberet 

By which graunt^ when she demanded her dowrie in 
the manour of Torpull which had been the posses- 
sion of Sir John Camois^ her first husband^ there 
grew a memorable suite and controversie in law; 
but wherein shee was overthrowne and sentence 
pronounced (that she ought to have no dowrie 
from thence) upon a statue mad against women 
absenting themselves from their husbands. 



• That the should have away with her all that was 
hers. 
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VALUE of DIFFERENT EFFECTS 

In the Year 1301. 



A Mazer Cup was valued from ...... 6 to 20 

A Bed 16 — 68 

A Tripod . . . ; 3 — 9 

A Brass Pot 1 — 2 ^ 

A Brass Cup 6 — I 

An Andiron 3 j — 8 

A Brass Dish 6 — 1 

A Gridiron . • i 6 — 1 6 

A Rug, or Coverlet 8 — 1 6 

A Carpenter's Stock of Tools were valued at One 

Shilling, and consisted of 

8, dm 

A broad Axe • • • • 5 

Another '. 3 

An A Adze 2 

A Squire (a Square) ••••••••••. 1 

A Navegor^ or Spokeshave .^ • • < • . 1 

10 
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* 

s. d, 8. d. 
A Blacksmith's Tools were worth from 2 to 5 
A Shoemaker*s Stock from •.. 7 5 — 12 2 



A Tanner's Stock, including Cloaths, &c. 9 1? 10 



I 
Which las Sum, compared with the others is 

great; but Tanners in those days, ranked among the 
wealthiest Tradesmen, leather being used not only 
for military purposes, but forming also a consider- 
able part of dress among the conimon people. 



The Stock of a Mei^cer. 

A Piece of Woollen Clpth, valued at • • 7 

Silk, and fine Li^en 1 

Flannel, and Silk Purses 1 4 

Gloves, Girdles, Leatlier Purses, and 

Needle Work 6 8 

Other small things O 3 

Which, together with Houshold Furni- 

ttlre, amounted only to , •••••• 5 9 8 



% 



(39.) 

PROVISIONS 

EXPENDED AT 

An Entertainment given in the Year 13 lO^ 

AT THE IirSTALIiMEMT OF 

RALPH BORNE, 

Fifty-fourth Abbat of St. Augustine's Monastery^ 

near Canterbury, Kent, 
On the Vigil of the Ordination of St. Augustine* « 
(Cotton Library.) 

Wheat, 53 Horse Loads, Quarters, or 

Seams, price 19 00 00 

Malt, 58 Horse Loads, Quarters, or 

Seams, price 17 10 00 

Wine, 1 1 Tons, price 24 00 00 

Oats for the Guests, as well within the 

Gates as in the Town, 20 Loads . . 04 00 00 

For Spicery or Grocery 28 OQ 00 

Wax, 300 Pounds, price 08 00 00 

Almonds, 500 Pounds 00 72 00 

Carcasses of Oxen 30, price 27 00 00 

Hogs 100, price 16 00 00 

Slieep 200, price 30 00 00 

Geese 1000, price 1 6 00 00 

Capons and Hens, 500, price 06 05 00 

Pullets and C()ickens 463, price .... 00 J4 00 

Pigs 200, price • • . 00 100 00 



Partridges, Mallards, Bitterns, and £. s. d. 

Larks, price 18 00 00 

Earthen-ware Pots 1000, price .... 00 15 00 

Salt, nine Horse Loads, price 00 10 00 

Drinking Cups 1400 

Swans 34, price 07 00 00 

Rabbits 600, price 15 00 00 

Collars of Br^wn 17 00 65 '00 

Dishes and Plates 3300 

Brooms (the Latin has it, de Scopis 

§■ Gachis ; what the latter is I find 

not) 08 04 00 

Fish, Cheese, Milk, Garlick, price . . 00 50 00 

Eggs P60(>, price 04 00 00 

Saffron and Pepper 00 34 00 

Coals, Casks, and placing of Furnaces 00 48 00 

300 Ells of Cloth 04 00 00 

For making Tables, Tressels, and 

Dressers 00 34 00 

Item, given to the Cooks and their 

Skullions 06 00 00 

And to the Minstrels 00 70 00 
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The Sum Total ... .287 05 00 
(Cotton Library.) 

Several Presents were made to the Guests, to 
add to the grandeur of this then expensive Enter- 
tainment. iSix thousand Persons of consideration 
were present^ and the Feast consisted of 300 Dishes. 
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THE PRICES OF LABOUR, 



In the Year 1360. 



Weeders and Haymaker»j per Day • • • • 1 

Reapers »..0 9 

A Master Carpenter »..» S 

A Master Mason • • • 4 

Other Carpenters ••••0 2 

Other Masons ....•...» 3 

Their Servants 0,0 1| 

Tilers 3 

Their Labourers 1^ 

Plasterers 3 

Their Labourers . • ^ ^. ..... \\ 
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THE WAGES 



«F 



DIFFERENT LABOURERS 

In the Reign of KING RICHARD the SECOND^ 



The BailifF of a Farm was allowed a 

Suit of Clothing per Annum, and • « • • IS 4 

A Master Hind, without Clothing ...••• 10 

A Carter 10 O 

A Shepherd .0 10 O 

A Cow Herd 10 O 

A Female Swine Herd ...•..•.«..••« 6 O 

A Plough Driver O 7 

All without any other perquisite, and none weie 
suffered to give^or receive more. 
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INSTALMENT 

OF 

THE KNIGHTS OF THE BATH. 

1399, 
(Camdbn.) 



CONCERNING Knights of the Bath in all 
my readings hitherto^ I could find no greater anti- 
quitie thereof, than this, that they were in use 
among the ancient French: and that Henrie the 
Fourth, King of England, that day whereon hee 
was crowned in the Tower of London> dubbed 46" 
Esquiers, Knights, who the night before had watched 
and bathed ; unto every one of whom, hee gave 
greene side coats reaching downe to their ancles, 
with streit sleeves and furred with minivere ; also^ 
they wore upon their left shoulder two cordons of 
white silke with tassels thereto hanging downe. 
These in former times were wont to be created, and 
selected out of the flower of Nobilitie (which had 
not before taken the degree of Knighthood) at the 
jGoronation of Kings and Queens, and at their marr 
. riages j sometimes also, when their somies were 
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invested Princes of Wales, or Dukes, or when they 
solemnly received the cincture or militarie girdle of 
Knighthood, and that with many ceremonies, which 
now for the most part are grown out of use. But 
in our daies, the day before they are created, th^ 
that are called by the King to enter into this order, 
being clad in an eremite's grey weed, with a hood, a 
linnen coife, and booted withall, come devoutly to 
divine service, to begin their warfare there, as if 
they would employ their service for God especially. 
They suppe altogether, and upon every one of them^ 
there wait two Esquires, and one Page. After sup- 
per they retire themselves into their bed-chamber, 
where for each of them is prepared a prettie bed, 
with red curtains, and their own arms fastened 
thereupon, with a bathing vessel standing close by, 
covered with linnen cloths, wherein after they have 
said their praiers, and commended themselves to 
God, they bathe themselves, that thereby they 
might bee put in mind, to be pure inT)ody and 
soule from thenceforth. 

The next morrow, early in the morning awakened 
they are, and raised with a noyse of musicall instru- 
ments and doe on the same apparell. Then the 
high Constable of England, the Earle Marshall, 
and others whom the King appointeth, <iome unto 
them, call them forth in order ; and tender an oath 
unto them, namely, ^^ that they shall serve and wor^ 
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ihip God above all, defend the Church, honour the 
King, maintaine his rights, protect widows, virgins, 
orphatis, and to their power repell and put by all 
wrong." When tliey have swome thus to doe, by 
kjring their hands upon the Gospels, they are 
brought with state to morning prayer, the King's 
Musitians and Heralds going before, and by them 
likewise they are conducted backe to their bed- 
chambers, where after they have devested themselves 
from their eremite's weed, they put on a mantle of 
martiall redde taffata, implying they should bee 
Martiall-men, and a white hat with a white plume 
of feathers over their iinnen coife, in token of sin- 
cerity, and tie a pair of white gloves to the pendant 
cordon of their mantle. This done they mount 
upon steedes, dight with sadle and furniture of 
blacke leather, with white intermingled, and having 
a crosse in the frontlet. Before every one of them 
rideth his owne Page, carrying a sword with a gilded 
hilt, at which there hang gilt spurred, and of either 
hand of them ride their Esquires. With this pompe. 
and trumpets sounding before them, to the King's 

_ 4 

Court they goe, where when they are brought by 
two ancient Esquires to the King's presence, the 
Page delivereth the girdle and the sword hanging 
thereto unto the Lord Chamberlaine, and he with 
great reverence unto the King, who therewith gird- 
eth the Ktiight overthwart, and commandeth there- 
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with two elder Knights to put on the spurres, wha 
in times past were wont with good wishes and 
praiers to kisse his knees that was to he. knighted. 
And these new Knights thus created used in old 
time to hring up the service of meates to the King's 
table ; after tliis they dine altogether, sitting to 
one side Of the boord every one under the escutcheon 
of his owne armes fastened over his head. 

At evening praier they repair to the Chapel, offer 
their swords upon the high altar, and by laying 
downe a piece of money redeeme the same againe. 
Now as they retume from divine service, the King's 
Master Cooke sheweth them his knife, and admo- 
nisheth them to performe the part of good and faith-^ 
full Knights, otlierwise he would to their shame 
and reproch cut off those spurres of theirs. Upon 
the Coronation Day, in that solemne pompe, they 
accompanie the King, keeping their places, with 
their swords girt to them, and their spurres on^ in 
joviall blew mantles as a man would say, in the co- 
lour of just Jupiter, as a fore token of justice, hav- 
ing the knot of white silke made in forme of a crosse, 
with an hood upon their left shoulder. 
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VERSES 



ON 



The Death of King Richard the Second, 
Written by the Poet, John Gowbr. 

1400. 



O mirrour for the world meete. 

Which should' St in golde be bette; 
By which all wise men, by foresight. 

Their prudent wittes may wette, 
Lo, God doth hate such rulers, as 

Here vitiously do live. 
And none ought rule, that by their life 

Doe ill example give. 
And this King Richarde witnesseth wel 

His ende this plaine doth shew. 
For God allotted him such fnde. 

And sent him so great woe. 
As such a life deservde; as by . 

The Cronicles thou mayst know. 
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PRIDE IN GARMENTS. 

1401. 
(Stowe.) 



THIS time was used exceeding pride in gar- 
ments, gownes with deepe and broade sleeues, 
commonlye called poke sleeues, the seruauntes ware 
them as well as theyr maisters, whiche might well 
haue beene called receptacles of the Diuel^ for 
what they stole, they hidde in their sleeues 5 
whereof some hung downe to the feete, and at 
leaste to the knees, ful of cuttes and ' jagges^ 
whereupon were made these uerses. 

Now hath this lande little neede of broomes. 
To sweepe away the filth out of the streete; 

Sen side sleeues of pennilesse groomes, 

« 

Will it up licke be it drie or weete, 
O, England, stand vpriglit on thy feete. 
So foule a waste in so simple a degree. 
Banish, or it shal sore repente thee. 



r( ^9 ) 



Piked shoes forbiden. 



1465. 



(Stowe.) 



IT was proclaymed throughout England, that the 
beakes or piques of shoone and bootes should not 
passe 1 1 ynehes,'u{k)n p&ine of cXirsing by the cler- 
gie^ and forfeting xx s. to be payde one noble to the 
King^ ope other to the Cordewayners of London^ 
and the thirde to the Chamber of London and fo^ 
other cities and townes the lijke order was takea. 
Before this time and since the yeere of our Lord^ 
(1382), the pikes of shooes and bootes were of 
such length, that they were fayne to be tyed up tp 
their knees with chaynes of ^iluer and guilt, or at 
least with silke laces* 
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EPITAPH 



jkt 



SNGTHLAND, in the Diocese of ROCHESTER. 



1407. 

■• ■ • ■ ■ ■ ; • ■ :r 



HEBE lycth . . . .Palmer, of Otford, E59[uire' . . . , 

Palmers all om* Faders were, 

I a Palmer livy'd here, 

And trauyld still, till worn wyth age 

I ended this world^s pylgramage, 

On the blyst Assention diay 

In the cherful motith of May; 

A Ih^sand wyth four hundryd seuen. 

And took my journey hense to Heuen. 
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THE 

SUBMISSION OF PRINCE HENRY, 
Son of King Henry the Fourth, 

TO HIS FATHER, 

Anno Domino, 1413. 
(Stows.) 



KING HENRY kept his Ciiristmasse at his ma- 
Hour of Eltham, being so sore sick, that sometime 
men thouglit that he had bin dead: notwithstanding 
it pleased God that he recovered his strength againe 
a Ihtk. 

After Christmasse he called the nobles of the 
realm togither to a Parliament at London, but he 
lined not to the end therof, for now after the great 
4Uid fortunate chaunces hapned to him, and being 
deliuered of all civill diuision, hee was taken with 
sicknesse, of the which he languished til his ap- 
•pointed hoare^ during which sicknesse^ some euil 
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clisposed people laboured to make dissention be- 
tweene the King and the Prince bis sonne^ by reason 
wherof, and by the acte of youth, which he exer- 
cised more than meanly, and for the great recourse 
of people unto him, of whom his court was at all 
times more abundant than the King his father, the 
King suspected tliat he would furesume to usurpe the 
crown, he being alive : which suspitious jealousie 
was occasion that he in part witfadrewe his afiection 
and singular love from the Prince. But when this 
noble Prince was advertised of his father's jealousie^ 
he disguised himself in a gown of blew satten, made 
full of small oylet holes, and at every oylet the nee- 
dle wherwith it was made hanging still by a threede 
ofsilke. And aboute his arme hie' ware a dogge's 
coUer set ful of S S of golde, and the tirets of the 
same also of fine golde. Thus apparelled, wiHi a 
great companye of lordes and other nobleinen of- his. 
court, he came to the King his fether who at duft 
time laye at Westminster^ where at his coming (by 
his own commaundemen) not one of his conifMMiye 
avaunced himselfe further than the fise in the iialL 
notwithstanding that they were greatly and^oit de>- 
sired to the contrarie, by the lordes and great eatntes 
of the King's court ; and that the Prince had com- 
manded, to give the lease occasion of mistrust tothe 
King his father,- but he himselfe only accompaajpci^ 
4tf the King's house passed forth ta tlyc Mimg ImAf 
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Aer^ ^ wbom afttr due salntatibn^ he desired to- 

shewtt tSfe iotedt o£ his noiode in secrete iDaniier» 

Then the Kiog euased himselfe t& be boroe in his 

•hajire into his secrete chamber (because he was de- 

seased and might uol goe) whecc in the presence of 

liicee or fours persons, in whom the King had most 

tonfidenee, he eooamaunded the Prmce to shewe the 

sffiect of his mlnde. Then the Prince kneeling 

down before his fai:bet^ saide to hiux these wordes— • 

^ Most redoubted lord and f^her^ I am this time 

eome to your presence as your liegmazi>, and as your 

aonne naturally in all diyngs to obay your grace as 

my soueraigne lord and father.. And whereas I un^ 

derstand yee have me suspected of my behaviour 

against your grace, and tfaafyee fear I would usurps 

your erpwne againste the pleasure.of your hignessej 

youre giaee knoweth that if yee were in feare of any 

asan, of what estate soever he were^ my duetit 

were to die endangering of my life to punishe that 

person, tiierby to race that sore from your hearte* 

And then howe miiche rather oughte I to suffer deatb 

to bring your grace from the feare that yee have of 

me that am yoiur natundl sonne, and your liegeman. 

And to ihat intente I have this days by confession 

and receyoing the Sacramente^ prepared myselfe^ 

and there^^ moste redoubted lords and father, I be« 

9eeche -yeru in the honour of God, for the easing ot 

jpour hai^^ berfftofete ydur hnees to stea aae witli 
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this dagger; and at that worde with aU raierence he 
deliured to the King hys dagger^ saying — " My lorde, 
and father^ my lyfe is not so desiitKis to mee^ that I 
would live oiie daye that shoulde be to yon displea^i^ 
sure> nor I couet not so much my life as I doe your 
pleasure andw^lfere^ and in your thus doing, here 
in the presence of these lordes^ and tofore God at 
the daye of judgemente I clearlye forgire you my 
deathe." At these wordes of the Prince, the Kitig^ 
taken with compassion of hearte, cast firom him the 
dagger, and imbracuig the Prince kissed him, and 
with efiusion of tears saide unto him,— -^^ My rights 
deare and hartily beloued sonne, it is of truth that:! 
had you partly suspecte, find as I now percejroe, iui« 
deserued on your partiel but seeing this your ho- 
-tnilitie and iaithfulnesse I shall neyther slay you> nor 
frcHn henceforth have you any more in mistrust, for 
no report that shall be made unto me, and thereof I 
assure you upon mine honor." Thus by his great 
wisdome was the wrongful! imagination of bis fa-' 
tiler's hate uttterly auoyded^ and hymselfe restored 
to the King's former grace and favour. 

After this^ as was reported by the Earle of Or<* 
monde (to the translatour of mine, author Titus 
Liuius) the King gaue to his sonne the Prince, 
diuerse notable doctrines and insignments, among 
which eruditions, were these ; the King lying 
grieuously diseased called before bim tibc Prince his 
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Konne, and sayed-unto him — " My sooine^ I feare 

me sare after my departure from this life^ some dis-* 

cord shal grow and arise betweene tiiee and thy 

brother, Thomas Duke of ClarcQce, whereby tlia 

realme may be brought to destructi6n and miseries 

for I knowe you both to be of greate stomacke and 

courage. Wherefore I feare that he throughe his 

high mynde wyll make some enterprise against thee, 

intending to usurpe upon thee, whiche I kuowe thy. 

stomacke raaye not abyde easily. And for dreade 

hereof, as ofte as k is in my remembraunce, I soare 

repente me, that ever 1 chiurged mysetfe with tile 

crowne of this realme." To these wordes of the 

King the Prince answered thus ; ^^ Righte redoubt^ 

ed lorde and father, to the pleasure of God puc 

grace shall long continue with us, and rule us both ; 

but if God haue so prouided that euer I shall su** 

eeede you in thys realme, I shall honour and loue 

my brethren aboue all menne> as long as they be to 

me true, faythfull and obediente, as to their soue- 

raigne lord, but if anye of them fortune to conspyre 

or rebell againste mee, I assure you I shall as soone 

execute justice uppon one of them, as I shall uponr 

the worste and most simplest person within thiar 

your realme." . . 

The King hearing this aunswear, was therewith 

maruellouslye rejoyced in hys mynde, and sayde :-— 

<* My deare and well beloued sonne, witli thys aua« 
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. swere {ban faaste deliured ine of a greate and pon«> 

derous agonye; and I beseeche thee^ and uppon my 

blessing charge thee^ that like as thou haste sayde^ 

fo thou minister justice equally, and in no wise suf<* 

fer not them that be oppressed long to call^upoti 

ihee for justice^ but redresse oppressions^ and in- 

differently, and without delay, for no perswasion 

of flatterers, or of them that bee partial, oi; suche 

as use to haue ther handes replenished wytfa gyftes^ 

deferre not justice untill to-monrowe, if that thou 

maysti doe justice thys da}re, leaste (peradventure) 

God doe justice on thee in the mean tyme, and 

take from thee thyne authoritye. Remember, that 

the wealth g( thy foody, and thy soule, and of thf 

i^me, resteth in the execution of justice, and doe 

not thy justice so that thou be called tyraunte, but 

use thyselfe meanely betwixte justice and mercie 

in those things that belong to thee. And between 

parties do justice truely and extreamely to the con* 

solation of thy poore subjects that sufier injuries^ 

and to the pimisfaing of them that be extortioners^ 

and doers of oppressions, that others thereby may 

take example, and in thus doing thou shalt obtayne 

the favour of God, and the love aad fear of subjects, 

a^d therefore also thou shake have thy realme more 

in txanquillftye and f este, wbiche shal bee occasion 

ef greate prosperitie wythinthy realme, wbych En* 

gtishmen naturally do desyre; for so long as they 

have wealthe and ryches^ «o long shalte thou have 
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^eysaunce : nnd when tliey bee poore^ tfaen tBef 
bee always readye at every motion to make insurrec- 
tipjps> and it causeth them to rebel agaynst theyr 
youeraygne lorde ; for the nature of them is suche 
lather tofeare losing of theyr goods and worldly sub« 
stance than the jeoparding of theyr lives. And if thou 
thus keepe them in subjection mixed with love and 
feare^ thou shalt have the moste peaceable and fertyle 
country^ and the moste louyng faytiifull and manly^ 
people of the worlde ; whyche shall be cause of no 
small feare to thyne aduersaries. INty sonne^ when 
it shal please God to call me to the waye decrede for 
euerye worldly creature^ to thee (as my sonne and 
heyre) I muste leaue my crowne and my realme^ 
whyche I aduise thee not to take vaynelye and as a 
inanne elate in pryde, and rejoyced in worldly ho- 
UQur^ but tliinke that thou arte more oppressed with 
charge to procure for everie person wytliin th<5 
realme^ than exalted in vain honour of the^^worlde. 
Thou shalte be exalted to the crowne, for the 
wealthe and conseruation of the realme, and not for 
thy singular commgditie and auaile. My sonne^ 
;thou shalte be a minister to thy realme to keep it ia 
l^nquilitie and de&nde it. Like as the harte io 
ihe myddest of the bodye is principal a^d chiefe 
thynge in the bodye, and serueth to couet and de« 
sire that thyng that is most^ necessarie to euerye^ 
gf^fi of thy members^ so (my sonne) thi^ <sbalte 
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THE PENNANCE 



or 



LORD AND LADY STRANGE^ 

roB 
A FRAY IN ST. DUNSTON's CHURCH. 

1417. 

(Stowb.) 



ON Easter day in the afteraoone^ at a Sermon ia 
St. Dun&ton's in the East of London^ a great fray 
happened in the churchy where, through many peo- 
ple were sore wounded^ and one Thomas Petwarden^ 
lilshmonger, dwelling at Sprot's Key, was slayne 
out of hande, wherefore the Churche was suspended, 
and the beginners of the fray (which was the Lord 
Strange and Sir John Tussell, knight, through the 
quarrel of their two wiues) were brought to the 
Counter in the Pultry. The Archbishop of Can- 
terbury caused them to be excommunicate^ as well 
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at Paule Crosse, as in all other churches of the 
Citie. The xxi of Aprill, the sayd Archbishop sate 
at S. Magnus, to enquire of the authors of that dis- 
order, where he fouu4 th^ fkplt to be in the Lord 
Strange and his wife, who upon the first of May 
following in Panic's Church before the Archbishop^ 
the Maior of London, and other, submitted them- 
selves to penance, and sware to do the same, which 
was enjoyned them, that in^mediately al their. ser- 
uants should in their shirtes goe before the parson 
of S.Dunston's from Pauleys, to S. Dunston's, bare- 
headed, with his lady bare footed, Reignold K«p- 
wood, Arck^eacon of Jjon^don fi[)Uowing th^m, and 
at the halowing of the chuf c|), thp Lady should fill 
all the vessels wijtb water, and also off^r an ornament 
to the ^tff of ten^ ppHOd> and the ^rd jStn^u^ge 
should offer a pice 4)f s^yej: c^ five ppund* 



( 62 ) 



EPITAPH 

4 

IN 

ST. PETER'S, AT ST. ALBANS. 

/ 1420. 



: I 



i 

IN the year of Christ, one thousand four 
hundiyd, full trew, 
with four and Sixteen, 
I Rychard Skypwith, gentylman iii Birth 

late fdow of New Inne;. 
In my age twenti-on, my Soul party'd from 
the body in August 

the Sixteenth day, 
A now I ly her, abyding God's mercy, 

under this ston of clay; 
Desyring you that this sal see, unto the 
Meyden pray for me 
That bare both God and man; 
Like as ye wold, that oder for yee sh<dd 
When ye ne may nor can. 
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THE PETITION 

> ■ 

OF 

KATHERINE DE LA POLE, 

Abbess of the Benedictine Nunnery at Barkings 

IN THE COUNTY OF ESSEX^ 

la the Year 1440, 

• TO ' 

KING HENRY THE SIXTH, 

For a Sufn of Money due to her for the Maintenance 
of Owen Tudor* $ Children^ by Queen Catherine. 

• ... 

(Bymer's Fcbdeba.) 



- . • • • 

To the King, oure Soverain Lord, 

Besechith youre full hl^nble Oiatrice Kateryni de 
la Pole, Abbesse of Berkyng, that, . . .> 

• FOR as muche as she, afore this time^ hath been 
demened and reuled by tb' advis of youre full dis- 
qnete Cou;94qdl,: to t^k^ upon her the charge, costes 
and expenses of Edmond ap Meredith ap Tydier, 
and Jasper ap Meredith ap Tydier, being pit in her 
kepyng, for the wliich cause she was payed fro the 
27 day of July the yerc of youre full noble regne xv, 
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Satterday the last day of Feverer the yere of youre 
saide regne xvii C. livres. 

And after the sidde last day of Feverer youre saide 
bedewoman hath bogne the charges as aboven unto 
this day^ and is behynde of the datement for the 
same charge^ costes and expences^ amountyng after 
th' afferant pf ber last datement. fro the same last 
day of Feverer unto the Feste of Allhalowen^ the yere 
of youre regne xix, the somme of lil livres xii sols. 

And of youre noble grace to graunt youre letters 
of sufficient warrant herupon, under youre Privie 
Seal, direct upto the Tresoarer and Chamberlains 
of youre Exchequier^ to pay unto the same your^ 
Oratrice the saide Hi livres, xii sols, for die cause 
and consideration above reherced ; 

And she shall pray td Oiod for you. 

The King by the advi$^ of his Counsail, com- 
manded the Keeper of his Privay Seal to make Let- 
ters of sufficiant Warrantee, as it is asked 
for tlie tyme that no payment hath be made for the 
cause within rehercsed. 

Y^ven at West, the v* day of Novem- 
^> the xix y^re of hid regne. 

ADAM MOUEYm. 
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THE IMPEACHMENT 



OF 



Dame JElianor^ Dutchess of Glocesfer, 

KSC&OilAMCT| WITCHCBAFT^ 80BCSRY| HSEVS^t 

AHD TEVASOK* 

144U 

(Stowb.) 



sfesaBsaBBm 



ROGER BOLINGBROKE a greate Astronomer, 
with Thoiiias Southwell, a Chanon of Sainte Ste- 
' phen's Chappell at Westminster, wer taken as con* 
spiratours of the King's (Henry the Sixth) deth, for 
it was said, that the same Roger sboulde laboure to 
consume the King's person by waye of negromancie, 
and the said Thomas shoulde say masses in the 
lodge of Hamesey Parke, beside London, upon cer- 
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of Glocester to loue byr^ and after to Wedde hyr^ 
wherefore^ and for cause of relapse, the same witeh 
was brent ini SmithfleU> on the seuen and tweatititk 
(tf October. 

The one and twentieth of October^ m the chap- 
pell before sayde, beft»e the Bisboppes of Loiidon, 
Robert Gylbart, of Lincolne, Williani^ Alnewkke, 
of Norwich, Thooies Brouns, the sayde Elianor i^ 
peared, and Adam Moliiis Clearkc of the Kyttg^s 
Connsell, redde eertayne articles obiected ag^nsUi 
kyr of sorceiye, and Negromancye, wher^ some 
she denyed and some she graonted. 

Tiie three and twentieth of October Dame Elianor 
appeared againe, and witnesses were lHX)ughte forth 
and axamined, and she was conuicte, of the sayde afW 
tides; then was it asked if she woulde saye ajiye 
dningagainstethe witnesses^ whereof she atmweared 
Bay, but submitted hyrseife. The seauen and twen«- 
tith daye of October she abjured the articles^ and 
was adjoyned to appeare again the ninth, Novem^ 
ber. In the meane time Thomas Southwel dyed ia 
the Tower of London, as himselfe had prophiesied 
that bee slioulde neuer dye by ^stice of the law» 
* The ninth of November Dame J^ianor appeared 
beefore the Archbishoppe and other in the aagrd^ 
chq)peU, and recyued her peniaeance whicb she 
performed. 
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On Monday <he Kuj of N^w^mber she iCtnie fnmk 
'WieBtminirter by wattr, and biided at the T«fl^lf 
firidge^ \fixNn whence ;with a 4apeF <tf wfO^ (|f tW9 
pounds in hex hande, she \mnt tbroMgh^ Fleets 
fitrcetr. hoodbisae (^aviie $, /faeneb^. ta Pau)e% 
wA\ex€i shie ofktfA 9iyr t^|per ^t tb^ higb ault^r^ 
On the Wednesday iiM^toSbe. ,1^114^ ^jt tl^Siwan i|i 
Thamis Streete, and then went throughe Bridges 
Streete, Gracechurch Streete, streight to Leaden 
Hall, and so to Christ Church by Aldgate. On 
Friday she landed at Queene Hiue, and so went 
through Cheape to St. Michel's in Cornhil, in forme 
aforesayde;' at all which times the Maior, SherifeSj 
and Craftes of London receyued hir, and accompa- 
nyed her. This being done, she was committed to 
the ward of Sir Thomas Stanley, wherein she re- 
mayned duryng hir life in the Castel ^f Chester^ 
hauing yerely an hundred marks ^signed for hyr 
finding, whose pride, false, couetise5 and lecheriej 
were cause of her confusion. 

The xviij of November Rc^er Bolingbroke, with 
Sir John Hum Priest, and William Woodham^ 
Csquire, was arraigned in the Guild Hall of Lon- 
don, where the sayde John and William had their 
cliarters, but Roger Bolingbroke was condemned 
and had judgement of Sir John Hody, Chief Justice 
of the King's Bench, and the same day he was 
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drawen from the Tower to Tiborne, and there 
hanged and quartered; and when the sayde Roget 
shold suffer he sayde that he was neuer guilty of 
any treascm against the King's person^ font hf 
liad de presumed too far in his cunnings whereof he 
cryed God mercie; and the Justice that gave om 
liim judgement liued not long after. 
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PRINTING 



FIRST DISCOVERED IN GERMANY. 



1453. 



(Stowb.) 



THE noble Science of Printing was aboute 
this time founde in Oermainie at Magunce^ by 
one John Cuthembergus a Knight. One Conra- 
dus an Almaine brought it into Rome. William 
Caxton of London, Mercer^ brought' it into En- 
gland aboute the yeare 1471^ and first practised the 
same in the abbay of St. Peter at Westminster^ 
after, which tyme it was likewyse practised in the 
abbayes of Saint Augustine at Canterburie, Saint 
Albon^^ and other Monasteries of England. 
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THE IMPEACHMENT 

OF 

LORD HASTINGS, 

HIS DREAM, AND EXECUTION. 
THE ACCUSATION 

OF 

JANE SHORE, 

HER PENANCE^ DESCRIPTION OF HER PERSON^ 

CHARACTER^ &C. 

1483, 
(Stowe.) 

: . ■ ! — I I . ■ — 



ON Friday tlie thirteenth day of June 1483 
many Lordes assembled in the Tqwer^ and there sa^ 
in Councell^ deuising tite Jiopouipabie sol^mnitie of 
the King's jCeranation^^ of ithe w,]|^ch ]t)ie tyme ap*- 
jpoyr^ed then &o neare appiiocjied^ that the puage*- 
antes ajod siditilty^ were in ma](ing dfiye and night 
at Westminster^ ^nd mDch vytalekyl^d Jthec^Corc^ 
that afterward was cast away, 

• King Edward the Fifth. 
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These Lordes so sitting together communing of 
thys matter, the Protector* came in amongst them 
first about ix of the clocke, saluting them courte- 
ously, and excusing hymself that he had bene from 
them so long, saying merily, that he had bene a 
sleeper that day. 

And after a little talkyng with them, he sayde 
unto the Byshop of Elie, — 

'^ My. lorde, you have verye good strawberies at 
your garden in Holborne, I require you let us have 
a messeof them." 

*^ Gladly, my lorde, (quoth he) woulde God 
I had some better thing as readie to your pleasure 
as that." 

And therwith in all the hast he sent hys seruant, 
for a messe of strawberies. 

The Protector set the lordes fast in communing 
of thys matter, and thereupon praying them to spare 
htm for a little while, departed thence. And soonc 
after one houre, betweene x and xi he returned into 
the chamber among them all, changed with a won- 
derfull soure angrie countenance, knitting hys 
browes, frowning, and fretting, and gnawing on 
his lippes, and so sat hym downe in his place, all 
the lordes much dismayde and sore maruelling. of 
this manner of sodaine change, and what tlung 
should him aile. 

. 5 , ; • Afterwards King Richard the Third. 
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Then when he had sltteti still awhile, thus he 
begun,—*- " What were they worthy to hane that 
compasse and imagine the destruction of mee, be- 
yng so neere of blood unto the King, and Protector 
tfi his royall person and realme ?'* At this question, 
all the lordes sat sore astonyed musing much by 
whom this question should^ be ment, of which euery 
jnan wyst himselfe cleare. 

Then the Lord Chamberlayne, a& he that for the 
tone bet\veene them thoughte he might be boldest 
with him, answered and sayde, that they werfe wor- 
thy to be punished as heynoiis tmytots whatst)ever 
they were. And all the other* all^rmed the same,--^ 
*' That is (quoth he) yonder sorceresse, my br6* 
ther's wyfe, and other with hh*," meaning the 
Queene. At these words many of the other lordei 
were greatly abashed that fauoured hir. But the 
Lord Hastings was in his minde better content, that 
it Was moued by hit, tfeto by any other who he 
k)ued better. Albeit his hart somwhat grudged 
that he was not afore made bf toiinse! hi this matter, 
as he Was at the taking of hir kindred, and trf thir 
putting to death, which were by his assettt before, 
deuised to be beheaded at JPcVtofret thjs ^If same 
day, in which he Was not ware that it was by others 
detdsed that he himself should be beheaded the same 
day at London. Then saide the Pnoteetor— " Ye 
shaU all see in vAaH wiise that «oroeriSse, and that 
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other whch of hir cbunsdl Shore's wife, with theif 
affinitk, have by their oorcerie and witcherafta 
wasted my body." And tlierewith he plucked up 
hia doublet sleeue to his elbow \xpon his left 
arme, where he shewed a werish withered arsie^ 
and smal, as it was neuer other. And thereupon 
euery man's mi&de sore misgaue them, wel pe rceiu- 
ing that this matter was but a qurrel. For they 
weH wist that the Queene was too wise to goe about 
any such folly. And also if she would, yet would 
she of all fdike least make Shore's wife of counsell, 
whom of all women she most hated, as tliat concu-* 
bine wfaome the King hir husbande had most loaed. 
And also, no manne was there present but well 
knew that his arme was e^er sache since liys byrtlu 
Naythelesse the Lord Cbamberlayne (which front 
the death of Kyng Edward kept Shore's wyfe, on 
wfaome he somewtiat doted in the King^s lyfe sauing 
(as it is sayde) he that whale forbare hir of reuerence 
toward the King, or else of a certayn kind of fide-* 
litte to his friend) aunsweared and sayd,-^^' cer* 
tainly, my l<»rd, if they have so heynously done^ 
they be worthie heynoQS punishment.'' 

^' What (quoth the Protector) thou seruest me 
I weene with iSbs and with and^, I tell thee they 
have so done, aiiMl that I will make good on thy bo« 
dye traytour;" and therewith as « a gretX anger^ 
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lie clapped hys fyst upon the bourd a great rappe. 
At which token giuen, one cried treason without the 
chamber. Therewith a doore 'clapped, and in come 
^bere rushing men in harnesse, as many as the 
chamber might holde, and anone the Protector sayd 
to the Lord Hastings — '* I arrest thee, traytour," 
. " Wliat me, my lord?" quoth he^ 

" Yea, thee, traytour," quoth the Protector, and 
another let flie at the Lord Stanley, which shrunke 
at the stroke, and fell under the table, or else his 
head had been cleft to the teeth ^ for as shortly as 
he shrake, yet came the bloud about his eares. Then 
y^exe they al quickly bestowed in diuers chambers 
^cept the Lord Chamberlaine; whom the Protector 
had speede and shriuie him apace, "for by Saint 
Faule (qiiotb he) I will not to dinner till I see thy 
bead off." 

It boated him not to aske why, but heauily tooke 
a priest at a uenture and made a short shrift, for a 
longer would not be suffred, the Protector made 
so much hast to dinner, which he might not goe to, 
till this were done, for sauing of hys othe. So was 
he brought forth into, the greene bosyde thechappell 
within the Tower, and his heayde downe upon a 
long logge of tymber, and there striken off, and af- 
terward his body with the head.enterred at Windsor 
beside the body of King Edward. • 
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; A maruellous case is it to heare eyther the warn"^ 
ings of that he shoulde have voyded, or the tokens 
of that he coulde not voyde, for the selfc night next 
before his death, the Lord Stanley sente a trustie 
secrete messenger unto him at midnight in all the 
haste, requiring him to rise and ride awaye with 
hjrm, for he was disposed utterly no longer to byde, 
he hadde so fearfuU a dreame, in whicbe hinv 
ihoughte that a boare with his tuskes so rase(d them 
both by the heads, that the bloud ran aboute both 
their shoulders. And for as much as the Protector 
gaue the beare for his cc^isance^ this dreame> 
made so fearefuU an impression in his hearty 
that he was throughly determined no longer 
to tarrie^ but had hys horse readie, if Lord Hast- 
inga would goe wyth hym to ride yet so farre 
the same nighte, that they shoulde be out of dauu* 
ger ere daye. 

*' Ha good lord (quoth the Lord Hastings to this 
messenger) leaneth my lorde thy maister so muche 
to suche trifles and hath such fayth in dreames, 
whyche eyther his owne feare fantasieth, or doe rise 
in the nightes rest by reason of his. day thoughts* 
Tell him it is plaine witchcraft to beleeue in such 
dreames,whicheif they were tokens of things tocome^ 
why thinketh he not that we mighte be aslikelye 
to make the true by our going, if we were caught axiii 
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brought back (as friends &yk fiem) fer tben bad 
^ boare a cause likelye to nee ms with his tusfces^ 
as folke that fled for saioe falschoodc^ wherefore 
eyther is there no peril one way or odier, yet bad I 
Heffer that imn should see that it were by ethef 
liiet»nes faliehocxie than tfaiake it were cytbcr by ow 
owae faulte^ or &iiite hearte. And thcDefore goe 
tQ thy maister manne and commende me to bin, 
mi: pray bim to he merry and bane no feare^ fiv I 
ensure bbn I am as sure of the mann^ that be wo* 
tetb ofj^ as I am of mine owne bande, Ood sende 
grace, Sir^ (quptb die messenger) and went his 

vay«-'* 

Certaine is k also^ that in riding towmrd the * 
Tower the same morning in whicbe he was behead- 
ed, his horse twice or thrioe stumbled with him> 
afanoste to the falling, idiieh thing albeit cache 
man wote wel dayly happeneth to them> to ndiom 
BO such mischance is toward, yet hath it bin of an 
olde rite and custpme, obsemed. as a toben often* 
* times notably fovegoing some great misfortune. 

Now this that IbUowetli wms no warning but an 
enuxous dcome. The same morning eie be was up, 
came a knight mito bim^ aa it were of curt esc»e, to 
accompany him to the coansett, but of tmeth sent 
by the Protector to hast bkn thither-wardes, with 
wbfBVt be was of secrete confedeiacie in that pur<< 
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pose, a xneane man at that time^ and nowe of gtetd 
authoritie. 

This kpight when it happened the Liord Qiam- 
beila]me by the waye to stay his horse^ and commune 
a while with a priest whom he metta in the Tow4r 
Streete brake his tale, and sayde merily to him,-— 
<< What my lorde, I praye you come on, whereto 
talke you so long with that prieste, you have no 
tieede of a priest yet,''-*-and therewith he laughed 
upon hym, as though he would saye, '^ yee shall 
haue soon.''-*-fiut so little wist the other what he 
meante, and so little mistrusted, that he was neuer 
merier, nor neuer so ful of good hope in his life, 
which selfe thing is often seene a signe of change. 
But I shal rather let any thing passe me, than the 
Taine surcfae of man's minde so neare his death. 

Upon the very Tower Wharfe, so neare the place 
wher his head was off soone after, there met he with 
one Hastings, a pursiuaunt of his owne name. And 
oftheye meeting in that place, he was put in re- 
membraunce of another time, in which it had hap- 
pened them before to meete in lyke manner togither 
in the same place* At whiche other tyme die Lord 
Chamberlain had bin accused unto King Edward by 
the I^ord Riuers the Queene's brother, in suche wise 
as he was for the while (but it lasted not long) far fallen 
into the King's indignation, and stoode in greate 
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feare of himself. And for as muclie as he now 
mctte this Pursiuaunt in the same plaee^ tiiat jeo- 
pardie so well passed, it gave hym great pleasure 
to talke with him thereof, with whom he had before 
talked thereof in the same place, whyle he was 
therin. And therefore he sayde : " Ah Hastings, 
arte thou remembred when I met thee here once 
with heauie hearte?"' 

" Ye, my lord," quoth he, '^ that remeniber I 
well, and thanked be God they got no good, nor 
you no harme thereby." 

'^ Thou wouldest saye so," quoth he, ^^ if thou 
knowest as muche as I knowe, whiche fewe knowe 
else as yet, and more shal shortly." 

That meant he by the lordes of the Queene*s 
kyndred that were taken before and shoulde that 
day be beheaded at Ponfraite: whiche he well wist, 
but nothing ware that the axe hung ouer his own 
heade. 

^^ In fayth man," quoth he, ^^ I was neuer *so 
sorie, nor neuer stoode in so great dreade in my 
life, as I did when thou and I mette here. And lo 
howe the worlde is turned, nowe stand mine eni- 
mies in the daunger (as thou mayest happe to heare 
more hereafter) and I neur in my life so mery, nor 
neur so great suretie." 

" O good God, the blindnesse of our mortall na- 
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ture, when he most feared, he was in good suretie-, 
when he reckened' himself surest, he lost his life, 
and that within two hours after. 

Thus ended thys honourable man, a good ki^ight 
and gentle, -of greate authoritie with hys Prince, of 
liuing somewhat dissolute, playne and open to hys 
enemie, and secrete to hys friend, easie to beguile, 
as he that of good hearte and courage forestudied 
no perilles: a louing man passing wel beloued^ 
very faithful and trustie ynough trusting too mucb« 
Now flew tlie fame of this lord's death swiftlye 
through the cltie, and so forth further about like a 
winde in euery man's eare. 

But the Protector immediately after dinner, in- 
tending to sette some colour upon the matter, sent 
in all hast for many substantial men out of the citie 
into the Tower. And at theyr comming, himselfe 
with the Duke of Buckingham, stoode harnessed in 
in olde yll-faring Briganders, such as no man 
-shoulde wee ne that they would vouchsafe to.haue 
put upon their backes, except that some sodain ne- 
cessitie had coDStratned them. 

And then the Protector shewed them; that the 
Lord Chamberlayne and other of liis conspiracie had 
contriued to haue sodainly destroyed hyni, and the 
Duke, there the same day in the Counsell. And 
what they intended further waa as yet not well 

E 5 



( »« ) 

lo^wne. Of whiok thdr treason bee neuer had k][K>WY 
ledge before tenne of the clocke the same forenoone^ 
which sodaine feare droue them to pat on for thek 
d^eii^0 suche hameys as came next to bande. And 
so bad God holpen them^ that the mischief turned 
upon them that woulde haue done it« And thys he 
requysted them td report. 

Euery man aunswered him fayre, fta though no 
itianne mistrusted the matter, which of troihe no 
BQanne beleeiied. Yet for the further Appeasing 
of the people^s minde, he sent immediately after 
dintier al hast, an Hefault of Armes, wyth a precla* 
mation to be made throughe the Citie in the Kyng's 
name, conteyning, that tlie Lord Hastings with di- 
verse other of bis trayterous purpose, had before 
conspired the same daye, 'to haue slaine the Lord 
Protectour, and th&.Duke of Buckingham, sitting 
in the Counsel], and after to haue taken upon them 
to rule the King, and the realme, at theyr pleasure, 
and thereby to pill and spoyle whome they list uti- 
controlled. And much* matter there was in that 
proclamation deuised to the slaunder of the lorde 
Cbamberlayne, tis that he was an euill counsayler 
to the King's father, inticing him to manye things 
highly redounding to the minishing of his honour, 
and to the uniuersall hurte of his realme by his euill 
companye, sinister procuring, and ungracious ca- 
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•amfde, as wd in manye other tbinga^ aa in the 
liciona liuing and inordinate abusion of hys bodie, 
both wyth manye other and also speeiallye wyth 
Shore's wife^ whyche was one also of hys mcMste se» 
^rcet counsaile of tbys heynous treason, with whom 
he kye nighlye^ and namely the night last past 
ncKte before his deatli, so that it was the lesse mar* 
uayle if ungratious liuing broughte him to an un- 
happy ending wliicfae he was nowe putte unto, by the 
moste dread commaundemente of the King's high^ 
nesse and of his honorable and faythfiill counsayle> 
bothe for hys demerites, being so openly taken in 
liys falslye eonceyued treason, and also leaste the 
delaying of hb exeeution might have encouraged 
other mischieuous persons partners of his conspira;- 
cie, to gather and assemble themselues togitber^ in 
jBabUcing some great commotion for hys delyueraunce ; 
whose hope beii^g nowe by his well deserued dea^ 
politikel;^ repressed, all the realm should by God'^ 
grace rest in good quiet and peace. 

Now was this proclamation made wythin two 
hours after that he was beheaded, and it was so cu- 
jiottsly indited, and so £Eiire written in parchment, 
id so well a sette hand, and therewith of itselfe so 
long a processe, that euery childe miglit well per- 
ceyue that it was prepared before. For all the time 
bfitweene bis death and the proclamation coulde 
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fikant have sufficed unto the bare writing alooe^ aU 
,had it beene but in paper, and scribbled forth in 
haste at adventure. So that at the proclayming 
-thereof one that was scholemaster of Pauleys, of 
chaunce standing by, and comparing the short- 
messe of the time with the length of the matter, 
sayd unto them that stoode aboute him, here is a 
gay goodly cast, foule cast away for haste; and a 
inerchaunt aunsweared him, that it was written by 
prophecie. Nowe then by and by, as it were tVw: 
anger, not for couetise, the Protectour sent into the 
•house of Shore's wife (for hir husband dwelled not 
with hyr) and spoiled her of all that euer she had, 
aboue the value of two or three thousand marks, and 
sent hlr body to prison. 

And when he had awhile layde unto hyr (for the 
manner sake) that she wente aboute to bewitch him, 
and that she was of counsaile with the Lord Cham- 
berlayne to destroy him; in conclusion when that 
no colour coiild fasten upon these matters, then he 
layde heynously to hir charge, the tiling that hir- 
selfe could not denye, that all the world wist was 
true, and that naythelesse manne laughed at, to heare 
it then so suddenly, so highly taken, that she was 
nought of hir body. 

And for this cause (as a good continent Prince, 
cleane and faultlesse of himselfe, sent out of Heau» 
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efi into tliis Ticions world for the amendment of 
men's manners) he caused the Bishop of London 
to put hyr to open penaunee, going before the c/osse 
in procession, upon a Monday, with a taper in her 
bande. In whiche she went in countenance and 
pace demure, so womanly, and albeit she were out 
of al array saue her kyrtle onlye, yet wente she so 
faire and lovely, namely, while the wondering of 
.the people caste a comely rudde in hir cheekes (of 
which she before had much misse) and hir great 
shame wonne hir much prayse, among those that 
were more amorous of hir body, than curious of hijr 
soul. And manye good folke also that hated hir 
lining, and glad were to see sin corrected ; yet pi- 
tied they more hir penaunee then rejoyced therein, 
when they considered that the Protectour procured 
it more of a coiTupt intent, than any vertuous 
affection. 

This woiffan was borne in London worshipfullyc 
friended, honestly brought up, and very wel mar- 
ried sauing somewhat too soone, hir husband an 
honest citizen, young and godly, and of good sub- 
Stance. But for as much as they were coupled, ere 
she was wel ripe. She neuer feruently loued, for 
whom she neuer longed, which was happily the 
thing that the more easily made hir incline unto the 
King's appetite, when he required hir. Howbeit 
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the jreqMCt ot his royaltie, the hope of gty apparetl^ 
ease, pleasure, and other wantoa wealth, was able 
soone to pierce a soft tender hearte»- 

But when the King had abused her, anme hir 
husband, (as he was an honest man, not presuming 
to touch a King's concubine) left lurup to him al- 
together. When the King died the Lord Cham* 
berlain tooke her whiche in the King's days, albeit 
he was sore enamoured upon hir, yet he forbare hir, 
eyther for reuerence, or for a certaine friendly 
foythfiilnesse. Proper she was and fiiyre, nothing 
in her bodie that you would liave changed, but you 
woulde have wished hir somewhat higher. 

Thus say they that knew hir in hir youth. Albeit 
some that now see hir (for yet she liueth) deerae hir 
neuer to haue been wel visaged, whose judgement 
seemeth me like as though men shoulde gesse the 
beautie of one long before departed, by hir scalpe 
taken out of the chamel house; for now is she olde, 
leane, withered, and dryed up, nothing left but 
riukd skin and hard bon«, and yet being euen such 
whose wel aduise hir visage, might gesse and deuise^ 
wbidb parts how filled woulde make it a faire face. 
Yet delited not men so much in her beautie as in 
hir pleasaunt behaviour. For a proper wit had she, 
and coulde readie well and write, menie in com- 
jpanye, readie and quicke of answere, neytbef mut^ 
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tm fiiU of baUe, sometime taunting without 4is^ 
pleasure, and not without disporte. 

The King would say that he bad three concubines 

which in three diuerse properties diuersely excelled. 

One the meriest, another the wyliest, the thirde the 

bolyest harlot in his realme, as one whom no man 

could get out of the church lightly to any place^ but 

it were to his bed. The other two were somewhat 

greater personages, and nathelesse of their humility 

content to be namelesse, and to forbear the praise 

of those properties* But the meriest was this 

Shore's wife, in who the King therefore tooike spe*> 

ciall pleasure. For many he had, but hir he looed^ 

whose fauour to saye the truth (for sinne it were to 

belie the Diuel) she neur abused to any man's hurt^ 

but to manye a manners comforte and reliefe; 

where the Kyng tooke displeasure she would miti^ 

gate and appease his mynde; where men were out. 

of fauour shee.woulde bryng them in his grace. 

For many^ that liadde higblye offended shee obtay ned 

pardon. Of g^eat forfeytures she got men remis<- 

sion. And finally, in many weightie sutes^ she 

stoode many men in great steade, eyther for none or 

very small rewardes, and those rather gaye tlian 

riche; eyther for that she was content with the 

deede selfe, or for that shee delyted to be sued unto, 

and tp she we what she was able to doe' with the 
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King, or for that, wanton women and wealthy be 
not always couetous. 

I doubt not some shall thinke this woman to 
sleyghte a thing to be written of, and set among the 
remembrances of great matters; whych they shall 
speciallye thinke, that happilye shall esteeme hir 
bnely by tliat they nowe see hir. But mee seemeth 
the chaunce so muche the more worthy to be re- 
membered, in how nmch she is nowe in the more 
beggarlye condition, unfriended and worne out of 
acquaintauncc after good substaunce, after as great 
fouour with the Prince, after as greate sute and 
seckyng to with all those, that those dayes had bu- 
sinesse to speede, as manye other men were in theyr 
tymes, which be nowe famous onlye by the infamye 
of theyr ill deedes. Hir doings were not much lesse 
albeit they be much lesse remembered by cause they 
were not so euil. For men use if they haue an euill 
tume, to write it in marble : and who so doeth us a 
goode tume, we write it in duste*, which is not worse 
proued by him ; for at this day she beggeth of manye 
at thys day lyuing, who at this day had begged if 
she had not bin. 

Now was it so deuised by the Protectour and his 

* Shakespeare, in his play of Henry 8th, has made use 
of this sentence, with very little variation of the words.— 
SeeCroinweir» Speech when sj eakiug of Cardinal Wolbey. 
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counsayle, that the sclfe daye in wyche the Lord 
Chamberlain was beheaded in the Tower of London, 
and aboute the selfe same houre was there (not 
without his assent) beheaded at Ponfraite, the fore- 
remembered lordes and knightes that were taken 
from die King at Northampton and Stonie St'rat- 
forde. Which thing was done in the presence, and 
by the order of Sir Richarde Ratcliffe, knight, whose 
•eruiee the Protectour specially used in counsel!, 
and in the execution of such lawlesse enterprises, 
'as *a man that had bene long secrete W3rth him, 
hkuing experience of the worlde, and a shrefwde 
witte, short and rude in speech, rough and boystflR- 
ous of behauyour, bolde in mischiefe, as farre from 
pitie as from the feare of God. 

This knight bringing them out of the prison to the 
scaffold, and shewing to the people about that they 
were traytours, not suffering them to declare or 
speake their innocency, least their wordes might 
have inclyned men to pitie them, and to hate the 
Protectour and his part ; caused them hastily wyth- 
out judgement, proces, or manner of order to be 
beheaded, and without other earthly gilt, but 
onely that they were good men, too true to the 
King, and too nigh to the Queene. 

Nowe when the Lorde Chamberlaine and these 
other Lordes and Knightes were thus beheaded and 
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ridde out of the way, theu thoughtc the Pioteeture^ 
that whyle men mused, what the matter ment^ while 
the lordes of the realme were about hun^ oiit of 
theyr owne strengthes^ while no man wist wiiat to 
thinke^ nor wbome to truste^ ere euer they should 
haue space to dispute and disgest the matter and 
make parties^ it were best hastitily to pursue his 
purpose^ and put himselfe in poaseasion of tlie 
crowne^ ere men could haue time to deuiae any 
way to resist. 

But now was all the studie by what meane 
tbys matter being of itselfb so heynous^ might be 
first broken to the people^ io such wise thai it 
might be well taken. 
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THE MURDER 



OF 



EDTFARD THE FIFTH, 
THE DUKE OF YORK, 

1483. 

A8 RELATED BT SIB THOMAS MOOBB. 



KING RICHARD the l^ird^ after Us Corona* 
tion^ taking his waye to Glocester to risite in hit 
newe honour^ the towne of which he hare the name 
of his olde, deuised as he rode^ to fulfil the thing 
which he before had intended. And for as much as 
bys minde gaue him^ that his nephewes lining^ 
men would not reckon that he coulde have right to 
the realme^ he thought therefore without delay, to 
ridde them, as though the killing of his kinsmen 
coulde amende his cause, and make him a ktndely 
King. Whereupon he sent one Jdm Green, whom 
he speciallye trusted unto Sir Robert Brakenburie^ 
Constable of the Tower, with a letter and credence 
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also^ that the same Sir Robert shoulde in any wise 
put the two children to death. This John Greene 
did his errant unto Brakenburte, kneeling before our 
Lady in the Tower, who playnely answered, that he 
would neuer put them to death to die therefore; 
with which aunsweare, John Greene returning, re- 
coumped the same to King Richard at Warwicke 
yet in hys waye. Wherewith he tooke suche^dis- 
pleasiire and thought, that the same night he sayde 
unto a secrete Page of his : '^ Ah, whom shall a 
man trust those that I have brought myselfe, those 
that I had wened would most surely seme me,' euen 
those fayie me, and at my commaundemeht will 
do nothing for me." 

** Sir, (qiiotli the Page) there lyeth one on your 
pallet without, that 1 dare well say, to do your 
f^ce pleasure, the thing were righte harde that he 
would refu^," meaning this by Sir James Tirell, 
which was a man of right goodly personage, and 
for nature's giftes worthy to haue serued a much 
better Prince, if- he had well serued God, and by 
grace obtained as much truth and good will^as he 
had strength and witte. The man had an high hart^ 
and sore longed upward, not rising yet so fast as he 
had hoped, being hindered and kept under by the 
means of Sir Richard Ratcliffe and Sir William 
Catesby, which longing for no more p&rtniers of thd 
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Prince's favour, and namely not for him, whose 
pride they wist would beare no peere keep him by 
secrete driftes out of secret trust, which thing, this 
Page well had marked and known; wherefore this 
occasion oflFered, of very speciall friendship he took 
his time to put him forward, and by such wise to 
doe him good, tliat al the enemies he had, except 
the Diuel, could neuer hauc done him so much 
hurt. For upon this Page's words King Richard 
,(for this communication had he sitting at the 
draught, a convenient carpet for such a counsel) 
^ and came out into a pallet chamber, on which he 
found in bed Sir James and Sir Thomas Tirels of 
person like and brethren of blood, but nothing of 
kin in conditions. 

Then sayde the King merrily to them,— '^ What, 
Sirs^ be ye in bed so soon ?" and calling up Sir 
James brake to him secretly hys minde in this mis- 
cheuous matter. In which he founde him nothing 
straunge. Wherefore on the morrow he sente him 
to Brakenburie wyth a letter, by wliich was com- 
maunded to deliuer Sir James all the keys of the 
Tower for one n^ht, to the ende he might there ac- 
complis(h the King's pleasure, in such things as he 
had giuen him commaundement. After which let- 
ter deliuered, and the keyes receiued. Sir James ap- 
pointed the nigbte next ensuing to destroy them, de- 
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ixising bdbre and prepaTittg the meanis. The Prince 
as doon ts the Protector left his name^ and tooke 
himselfe as King^ had it shewed unto him^ that he 
should not raign^ hot his nncle sliould haue the 
crown. At which word the Prince sore abashed 
beganne to sigh, and said,—" Alas ! I wonld my 
uncle woulde let me have my life yet, though I 
lee»e my kingdome/*— When he that told him the 
tale used hym wyth good wordes, and putte hym in 
the bearte comforte he coulde. But forthwith was 
the Prince and his brother both shut up, and all 
other remoued from them, onely one called Blacke 
Will, or William Slaughter, except set to sefu^ 
them and see them sure. After whiche time the 
Prince neuer tyed his pointes, nor aught roughte of 
himfselfe, but with that young babe his brother, 
llngred with thought and heauinesse, till this tray- 
terous death deliuered them of that wretchednesse. 
For Sir James Tirel deuised that they should be 
murthered in their beds* To the execution where- 
of, bee appointed Myles Forrest, one of the foure 
that kept them, a fellow fleshed in murther before 
time. To him he joined one John Dighton, his 
own hotse keeper, a big, brode. Square, strong 
knaue. 

Then al other being remoued froiK) them, this 
Miles Forrest and John IXghton, about midnighf 
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(the selie children lying in their beddes) came into 
the chamber^ and sodainly lapped them up among 
flie clothes, so to be wrapped and intangled, keep- 
ing downe* by force the feather bed and ' pillowes 
hard unto their mouths, that within a while smo- 
thered and stifled, theyr breath fayling, they gaue 
up to God their innocente souls into the joyes of 
Heanen, leauing to the tormentors their bodyes 
deade in the bed. Whiche after that the wretches 
perceyued, first by the strugling with the paynes of 
deathe, and after long lying still, to be throughly 
deade, they layde their l)od]es naked out uppon the 
bed, and fetched Sir James to see them, which 
uppoti the sight of them, caused those murtherers to 
biuie them at the stair foote, meetly deepe in the 
^oudd, under a great heape of stones. 

Then rode Sir James in great haste to King Ri- 
t^htirde, and showed him all the manner of the mur-^ 
ther, who gaue him great thanks and (as some say) 
there made him knight. But he allowed not as I 
haue heard the burying in so vile a corner, saying, 
that he would haue them buryed in a better place, 
bycause they were King's sonnes. Loe the honour- 
able courage of a King, Whereupon they say, that 
a priest of Sir Roberte Brakcnburie, tookc uppe the 
bodyes again, and secretly entered them in sucb 
place, to by the occasion o(^ his ^&th, which only 
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knew it, could neuer since come to light. Very 
troth is it, and well knowen, that at such time as 
Sir James Tirel was in the Tower, for treason com- 
mitted against the most famous Prince, King Henry 
the Seauenthi both t)ighton and he were examined, 
and confessed the murther in manner aboue writte, 
but whether the bodyes were remoued, they coulde 
nothing tell. And thus as I haue learned of them 
that muche knewe, and little cause had to lye, were 
these two noble princes, these innocente tender 
children borne of the most royal blood, brought up 
in great wealth, likely long to line, raigne, and rule 
in the realme by trayterous tirannie taken, depriued 
of their estate shortly shut up in prison, and priuely 
slain and murthered, their bodies cast God wot 
where, by the cruel ambition of their unnatural 
uncle and his dispiteous tormentors. Which things 
on euery part wel pondered God neuer gaue this 
world a more notable example, neither in what in- 
$uretie stands this worWlye weale, or what mis- 
chiefe worketh the proude enterpryse of an high 
heart, or finallye what wretched ende ensucth such 
dispiteous cruehie. For first to beginne with the 
ministers. Miles Forrest, at Saint Martin's peace- 
meale rotted away. Dight<»i indeede yet walketh 
pn aliue in good possibilitie to be hanged ere he 
dye. But Sir Jam^s Tyril dyed at the Tower Hill, 
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beheaded for treason. King RicKarde himselfe, as 
yee shall here, slaine in the fielde, hacked and hewed 
of his enemies hands, harried on horssebaek dead, 
his heare in deppight torne and trigged like a curre 
dogge. And the mischiefe that lie tooke, within 
lesse than three yeres of the mischiefe that he did. 
And yet al the mean time, spent in much pain and 
trouble outward, much feare, anguishe and sorroiv 
within. For I have hearde by credible report of 
suche as were secrete with hys Chamberlaine, that 
after this abohminable deede done, he neuer had 
quiet in his minde. He neuer thought hymselfe 
sure. Where he went abroade hys eyen whirled 
about, hys bodie priuely fenced, hys hande euer 
upon his dagger, hys countenaunce and maner 
like one, alwaycs readie to strike againe, he tooke 
jlT rest a nyghtes, lay long waking and musing, 
sore wearied with care and watche, rather slum* 
bered than slept, troubled with fearful dreames, 
sodamly sometime stert uppe lept out of his bedde, 
and ranne about the chamber, so was his rest« 
lesse hearte continually tossed and tumbled with 
the tedious impression, and stormie remembraunce 
of hys abhominable deede. 
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i 

EPITAPH 

AT 

ST. LEONARD'S, FOSTER LANE. 



ROBERT TRJPPIS, GOLDSMITH. 

1526. 

WHEN the bels be merely roungj 

And the masse devoutly soung 

And the meote merely eaten. 

Then sail Robert Trappis, his wyffs and 

Chyldren be fbi^otten. 

Werfor, Jesu, that of Mary sproung, 

Let their iSoulys thy Sayirts among 

Though it be undeservy'd on ther syde 

Yet good Lord, let them evermore thy 

mercy abyde. 
And of your cheritie 
For ther soulys say a Pater-noster and an Ave. 

Sancta THnitaSf unus Deus, miserere nobis, 
Et Jlncillis tuis sperantihus in Te, 
O mater Dei, memento mei 
Jesu mercy. Lady help. 
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Boldness of Two Frandscan FriarSf 

WHO PREACHED BBFOBE 

KING HENRY THE EIGHTH, 

PREVIOUS TO HIS MABJIIAGE WITH 

ANNE BOLOIGNE, 
1632. 

(Stowe.) 



THE first that openly resisted or reprehended the 
King (Henry 8th) touching his marriage with Anne 
Boloigne, was one Friar Peto, a simple man^' yet 
very devout, of the order of the Observants. 

Tliis man preaching at Greenwich upon the two- 
and twentieth chapter of the third book of fCings^ 
viz. the last part of the Story of Achab, sayFng, 

" Even where the dogs licked the blood of Na- 
^^ both, even there shall the dogs lick thy blood also, 
*^ O King," — and therewithal spoke of the lying 
Prophets, which abused the King, " I am," quoth, 
he, " that Micheas whom thou wilt hate, because I 
*' must tell thee truly; that this marriage is un- 
^^ lawful, and I know I shall eat the bread of afflic- 
" tion, and diink the water of sorrow, yet because 

F 5 



( loe. ) 

^^ the Lord has put it into my mouthy I must speak 
'^ it /* And when he had strongly inveighed against 
the King's second mariiage to dissuade him from 
it he also said, ** There are many other preachers^ 
^^ yea too many, which preach and persuade thee 
" otherwise, feeding thy folly and frail aflFections 
^^ upon hope of their own worldly promotions, and 
*^ by that means they betray theyr soul, thy honour 
^^ and posterity to obtain fat benefices, to become 
^^ rich abbats, and get ejMscopal jurisdiction, and 
^^ other ecclesiastical dignities ; these, I say, are the 
^^ four hundred prophets, who in the spirit of lying, 
^^ seek to deceive thee; but take good heed, lest 
^^ you being seduced, you find Achab's punishment, 
^* which was to have his blood licked up by dogs ;'^ 
saying it was the greatest misery in Princes to be 
daily abused by flatterers, &c. 

The King being thus reproved endured it pati- 
ently, and did no violence to Peto, but the next 
Sunday being the eighth of May, Dr. Curwin 
preached in the same place, who most sharply. repre- 
hended Peto and his preaching, and called him dog, 
slanderer, base beggarly friar, close man, rebel, and 
traytor, saying that no subject should speak so au- 
daciously to Princes. And having spoke much to* 
that' effect, and in commendation of the King'sr 
makiage thereby to establish his seed in his seat for 
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et^ef, 8cci hfe th6fe supposing: to hftve !*a{ipressed Pel* 
ind his-part^kers^ he lift up his voice and itoid,— 
"I speak to fhee, Peto> which makfest thyself 
*^ Michei^, that thoii mayest speak ,evil of Kings ; 
'• hut now thou sttt not to hfe founds hemg fled for 
*^ fair and shame^ as beirig unable to dnswer my 
*' atguihents/* And whilst he thus spake^ there 
ifras one Elstow, a fellow friar to Peto, standing in 
the Rood-loft who with a bold voice said to Dr. 
Ciifwhi, — 

*' G6od Sir, you kno\>i^ that Father Peto as he was 
" commanded, is now goiie to a provincial council, 
^' holden at Canterbury, and hot fled for fear of you, 
^^ for to-morrow he will return again; in the mean 
^^ tiihe I am here as another M icheas, and will lay 
^' down my life to prove all those things true, which 
^^ he has taught ottt of the Holy Scriptures; and to 
*^ this combat 1 challenge thee before God and all 
*' equal judges, even unto thee Curwin, I say, which 
*^ art one of the four hundred prophets, into whom 
*' the spirit of lying is entered, and scekest by adul- 
** tery to establish succession, betraying the King 
*^ into endless perdition, more for thy own vain 
^^ glory, and hope of pronfiotion, than for discharge 
*^ of thy clog'd conscience and the King's salva- 
^' tion." 

Tliis Elstow waxt hot and spake very earnestly, 
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SO as they could not make him cease his speech^ 
until the King himself bade him hold his peaee^ and 
gave order that he and Peto should be con vented 
before the conndl^ which was dcme the next day; 
and when the Lords had rebuked them, then the 
Earl of Essex told them, that they had deserved to 
be put into a sack and cast into the Thames ; where- 
upon Elstow smiling said, — " Threaten these things 
*^ to rich and dainty folk, which are clothed in pur- 
*^ pie, fare deliciously, and have their chiefest hope 
** in this world, for we esteem them not, but are 
** joyful, that for the discharge of our duties, we are 
*^ diiven hence, and with thanks to God, we know 
*^ the way to Heaven to be as ready by water as 
*^ by land, and therefore we care not which way we 

" go." 

These Friars and all the rest of their order, were 
banished shortly after; and after thait, none durst 
openly oppose themselves against the King's affecti- 
ons; Dr. Curwin was made Dean of Hereford, and 
after that Archbishop of Dublin in Ireland. 
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THE CEREMONY 

OF 

CONVEYING 

ANNE BOLLEINE 

FROM GRBENWICH, 

KNIGHTS DUBBED ON THE OCCASION, 

(Stowb.) 

THE twelfth of April (1533) being Easter even, 
the Ladye Anne Bolleine, who hadde been privily 
xnarryed to King Henrie wente to her closet openly 
as Queene, and was proclaymed Queene of England, 

The King's Highness addressed his letters to the 
Hiaior and communaltie of London, signifying unto 
them, that his pleasure was to solempnize the Coro- 
nation of his moste deare and welbeloued wife 
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Queene Anne at Westminster on Whitsonday next 
ensuing, willing them to make preparation as well ta 
fetche hir Grace from Greene wiche to the Tower by- 
water, as to see the Citie garnished wyth pageants 
in places accustomed, for the honour of her Grace, 
when shee shoulde be conveyed from the Tower to 
Westminster. Whereuppon a Common Counsell 
was called, and commaundement gyven to the Ha- 
berdashers, of whiche craft the maior Was, that they 
shoulde prepare a barge for the bachelers, wyth a 
wafter and a foySte, garnished with banners, lyke as 
they use when the maior is presented at Wesmin- 
ster on the morrowe after the feaste of Saint Simon 
and Saint Jude. Also all other craftes Were com- 
maunded to prepare barges, and to garnishe them, 
not onely with their banners accustomed, but also to 
decke them with targets by the sides of the barges, 
and to sette uppe all such seemely banners and ban- 
nerets, as they hadde in their halles, or coulde get 
to furniishe theyr i$ayde barges, and every barge to 
Rave Minstrels, according to why^h commaunde- 
ilaent greate preparation was made for all thyng* 
necessary for suche a noble triumph. - 

The nine and twentith day of May being Thurse- 
day, the maior and his brethren all in scarlet, and 
such as were knighted, had (collars of essesr, and the 
residue havyng greate chaines, and the Counsel! of 
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the Citie assembled with them at Saint Marie HilU 
And at one of the clocke descended from the newes- 
tcrire to their barge, whych was garnished with 
manye goodly banners and streamers and richly 
coaered, in whiche barge was shalmes, shagebushes, 
and dyvers other instruments of musicke whiche 
played continually. 

After that the maior and hys brethren were in 
their barge, seeing that the companies to the num- 
ber of fiftie barges were readye to waite upppn them 
they gave commaunderoent to the companies, that 
no barge should rowe nearer to another, than twice 
the length of the barge, and to see the order kepte, 
there were three whirries prepared, and in every one 
of them two officers to call on them to keepe their 
cW'dcr. 

After whyche commanndement given, they set 
forth in order, as hereafter described. Firste, before 
the inaior's barge was a foiste, for a wafter full of 
• ordinaunce, in whyche foyste was a greate redde 
dragon continuallye mouing and casting wilde fire^ 
and rounde aboute the sayde foiste stoode terrible 
monstrous and wild men casting fire and making 
hideous noise: nexte after the foiste a good dis- 
faunce came the maior's barge, on whose righte 
hande was the bacheler's barge, in the whyohe were 
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tnunpettes^ and dyuers other melodious instruments : 
the necks of the sayde barge and sailc yardes, and 
the toppe castelles were hanged wyth lyche cloth of 
golde and sylke : at the fore-shippe and the sterna 
were two greate banners lyche beaten wyth the 
armes of the King and the Queene: and on the 
toppe castell also was a long streamer newly beaten 
with the saide armes. The sides of the barge was 
sette full of fiagges and banners of the deuices of 
the companyes oiP Haberdashers and Merchaunt 
Adventurers^ and the lasserers or cordes were hang- 
ed W3rth innumerable penselles^ having lyttle belles 
at the endes, whyche made a goodlye noyse, and 
was a gciodlye sighte wauering with the winde. On* 
the outside of the barge were three dozen scutcheons 
in mettall^ of the armes of the King and Queene 
whiche were beaten upon square buckeram diuided 
80 that the righte side hadde the King's colours, 
and the left side the Queene's^ whyche scutcheons 
were fastened on the clothes of golde and siluer 
hanging on the deckes. On the lefte hand of the 
maior was another foyste, in the whyche was 
a mounte, and on the mounte stoode a white 
faulcon crowned uppon a roote of golde environed 
wyth white roses and redde, whyche was the . 
Queene's deuice^ aboute whyche mounte sate vir- 
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giiis singing and playing melodiouslye. Next after, 
the mayor followed hys felowshippe the Haberdash* 
ers^ nexte after them the Mercers^ then the Gro- 
cers^ and so euerye company in hys order, and laste 
of all the maior's and sheriffes' officers, euery com- 
pany having melodic in their barge by themselues 
and goodly garnbhed wyth banners, and some co- 
uered wyth sylke, and some wyth arras, or suche 
like, which was a goodly sight to beholde, and in 
thys order they rowed by Greenewiche to the pointe 
beyonde Greenewiche, and there they turned back- 
ward in another order, that is to meete, the maior's 
and sherifs' officers firste, and the meanest crafte 
nexte, and so ascentendyng to the uppeniKMte 
crafte in order, and the maior laste as thy go to 
Pauleys at Christmasse, and in that order they rowed 
downewarde to Greenewich towne, and there cast 
anchor, makying greate melodic. At three of the 
clocke, the Queene apparelled in riche cloth of 
golde entred into hir barge, accompanyed with dy- 
uers ladyes and gentlewomen^ and incontinently 
the Citizens iset forward in their order, theyr min- 
strels continually pla3ring, and the Bachelers' barge 
going on the Queene's right hand, whych she took 
greate pleasure to beholde. 
Aboute the Queene's barge were manye noble- 
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lnenn^5 ^. ^^^ Duke of Su^lke^ tbe Marques I>6r^ 
eet^ the Earle of Wikshn-e^ hir father^ the Eftrles <yf 
Arundale, Ukahy, Ratland^ Worceliter, Huhtingtoi}> 
Sussex, Oxforde, and many BjTBhops atid noblemen> 
eaeiy one in kys bavge, whyehe was a gi6od1y sight 
to beholde. Shee thus being acco^anyed roifcfd 
towaixtes the Tower; and in the mean Waye^hi^ 
shippes whyche were ccnnmatided to lye or th^ 
ihoare for lettnig of the barges shotte dyuers peftleil' 
of gunnes, and ere she knded, there was a fl^arael'^ 
loos shotte out of the Tower, I neuer heard tlye like; 
and at hir landing, there mette Wyth hir tbe Lord 
Chamberktme with the Offiicers of armes, aild 
brought hir,tx>the King, whych receyued hir with 
lolling counteimnce at the posterne by the watet 
side, and kissed hir, and then shee turned back6 
agayne^ and thanked the Mayor and the Citizens 
wyth manye goodly wotdes^ ahd so entered into the 
Tower. 

After whyche mtiye the CitisKens M this white 
l^ottered before the Tower makyng greate melodle^ 
and went not alande^ for none were assigned ta 
lande but the Maiw, th^ Recoltler, and two Alder- 
ftien, but to speake of the peOjf»le that stobde ofi 
euerye shoare to beholde this sighte hee that skW^ it 
not will not beleci^ it. 



( 115 ) 

I 

Oil Friday at dinner serued the King all ^uche as 
were appoynted by hys Highenesse to be Kn^hts of 
the Bathe^ whiche after dinner were brought to their 
chambers^ and that nighte -were bathed and shriuen 
according to the olde usage of Englande^ and the 
nexte daye in the morning the . King dubbed them 
according to the ceremonies thereto bela&ging> 
whose names here after ensue^ nineteene in num- 
number. 

The Marques Dorcet. 

ITie Earle of Darby. 

The Lord Ciifibrd, sonne and heire to the 
Earle of Cumberland. 

The Lord Fitzwalter, sonne and heire to the 
Earle of Huntington. 

The Lord Mountague. 

The Lord Vaux. 

Sir Henrie Parker, sonne and heire to the 
Lord Merle. 

Sir William Winsore, sonne and heire to the 
Lord Winsore. 

Sir John Mordant, sonne - and heire to the 
Lord Mordant. 
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Sir Francis Weston, 

Sir Thomas Anmdale. 

Sir Jolin Hudlestone. 

Sir Thomas Poynings. 

Sir Henry Sauell. 

Sir George Fitz-William of Lancolnshirer 

Sur John Tindale* 

Sir Thomas Temeyr 
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CONVEYING 



OF 



QUEEN ANNE 

THROUGH THE CITIE TO WESTMINSTER. 



-A 



ON Saturday the one and thirtith of May .the 
Queene was conueyed through London in order as 
followeth. 

To the intente^ that the liorses shoulde not slide 
on the pauement^ nor tliat the people shoulde be 
hurte by horses, the high streetes, where throughe 
the Queene shoulde passe, were all graueled from 
the Tower unto Temple Barre, and ray led .on ieche 
side, within whiche raile stoode the Craftes along in 
their order from Grace Churche, where the Mer--» 
chauntes of the Stiliarde stoode untill the lyttle 
conduite in Cheape, where the Aldermen stoode, 
and on the other side. of the streete stoode the cone* 
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Stables of the Citie^ apparelled in veluet and silke 
wyth greate staues in their haundes, to cause the 
people to ^ue roume^ and keep good order: and 
when the ^treetes were somewhat ordered^ the 
Mayor in a gowne of crimosin veluet^ and a riche 
collar of esses^ with two footmen clothed in white 
and red damaske^ rode to the Tower^ to give hys 
attendaunce on the Queene^ on whom the Sherifes 
with their officers did awaite tUl they came to the 
Tower-liill, where they taking their leaue rode 
downe the high streetes^ commaunding the cone* 
stables to see roiime and good order kept^ and so 
went and stoode by the Aldermen in Cheape^ before 
the Queene with her train should come. Grace 
Street and Comehill were hanged with fine scarlet^ ., 
erimison, and other grayned clothes^ and in some 
places with cloth of tis§hew, golde, veluet> and 
many riche hangings whyche made a goodly shewe^ 
and all the windowes, were replenished with ladies 
and gentlewomen^ to beholde the Queene and hir 
traine^ as they shoulde passe by. The firste of the 
Queene's company that sette £(H:warde^ were twelue 
Frenchmen belonging to the Frenche Embassadoure, 
dothed in coates of blewe veluet, with sleeues of 
yellow and blew veluet, their horses trapped witb 
close trappers of blewe sarsenet' powdered with 
white crosses. After them raajrchtd gentlemen^ 
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^efiq^ier^ knights^ two and two; aft^ them the 
Judges; after them the Knights of the Bathe io, 
xiolet gownes with hoods puried with miniuer^ lika 
doctors; after them Abbots; then Barons; after 
tiiem Bishoppes; the paries and tlie Marquesses; 
then the I^ord Chanceloure of Englande ; after hym^ 
the Archebysh<q>pe of Yorke, and the Embassadoure 
qf Venice ; after them the Archebyshoppe of Coun* 
terburie^ and the Embassadour of Fraxmce; after 
rode two Esquyers of honor wy th robes of estate 
rolled and worne bauldrike wise aboute their neckes. 
wy th cappes of estate^ representing the Dakes 06 
Normandie and Aquitaine; aft^ them rode the 
Mayor of Ijouixxt wyth hys mace^ and garter in hys. 
coate of armes^ whyche bare also hys mace ofl 
Westminster-hall; after them rode the Lord Wil*> 
, liam Howard wyth the Marshall's rod, deputy to 
hys brotheir the Duke of Norfiblke, Marshall of- 
Englande, whyche was Embassacbiure then in 
Fraunee, and on his righte hande rode Charles 
Duke of Suffolk for that daye high conestable of 
Englande, bearing the warder of siluer appertayning- 
to the office of Cbnestabkshippe, and all the Lordes 
for th6 moete parte were clothed in crimosin veluet, 
and all the Queene's seruauntes or Officers of Armea 
in scarlet; next before the Queene rode hir Chan- 
celor ba»e headed ; the Sexgeaunts - and Officers at^ 
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Armes rode on both sides of the Liordes; then came 
the Qbeene id a white litter of white cloth of golde^ 
not couered nor baiUed, whyehe was ledde two by 
palftieys clad in white damaske downe to the grounde 
beade and all, ledde by hir footmen. She hadde on 
a kertle of white cloth of tissue, and a^nantle of the 
same furred wyth ermyn, hir haire hangyng downe; 
but on her heade, shee hadde a coyse wyth a circlet 
aboute it full of ryche stones ; over hir was borne a 
canapie of cloth of golde wyth foure guyite staues^ 
and foure siluer belles. For bearyng of the whyehe 
can^ie, were appoynted sixeteene khightes, foure to 
beare it one space on foote^ and foure another space, 
accor£ng to their owne appoyntment. Nexte after 
the Queene rode the Lord Browghe, hir Chamber- 
la3me ; next after him Wyllyam Coffim, master of 
hir horses, leading a spare horse wyth a syde sad- 
dell, trapped downe wyth cloth of tissue; after h3mi 
rode seuen ladies in crimosin veluet, turned uppe 
wyth cloth of golde and tissewe, and theyr horses 
trapped wyth golde; after them two chariots couered 
wyth redde cloth of golde, in the firste chariote 
were twoo ladies, whyehe were the olde Dutchesse 
of Norffolke, and the olde Marchionesse of Dorcet; 
in the seconde chariot were foure ladies all in cri* 
mosin veluet ; after them rode seauen ladyes in the 
same sute, their horses trapped and all; after ihetn 
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came the thyrde chaiyot all in white^ with syxe la* 
dies in crimosin velvet; nexte to them came the 
fourth cliaryot all red, with eyghte ladyes also in dri* 
mosin; afi(er whome followed thirtie gentlewomen 
all in veluet and sylke, in the liuerie of their ladyes^ 
on whome they gaue theyr attendaunce ; after them 
followed the guarde in coates of goldesmyths worke^ 
in vvhyche order they rode forthe tyll they came to 
Fah-churche, where was made a pageaunt, all of 
ehildien apparelled like merchantes^ whyche wel- 
comed hir to the Citie, wyth twoo proper propositi- 
ons both in Frenqhe and in English; and from 
thence she rode unto Grace-Churcbe C<Mrner where 
was a costlye and maruellous cunning pageaunt 
made by the Merchantes of the Stiliarde^ therein 
was the Mounte Pemassus wyth the fountaine of 
Helicon, whyche was of white marble^ atjd foure 
streames wythoute pype dydde ryse an ell hyghe jmd 
xnette togyther in a little cuppe aboue the fountaine, 
whyche fountaine ranne abundantly with rackte rey- 
nishe wine till night 5 on the mountaine sate Apollo, 
and at hys feete sate Caliope ; and on euery sidq of 
the mountayne sate foure muses playing on seuerall 
sweete instrumentes, and at theyr feete epigrammes 
and poesies were written in golden letters, in the 
whyche euerye muse according to hir propertie 
praised the Queene. 
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From thence the Queene wyth hir traine passed 
Leaden Hall, where was a goodly pageaunte, with 
a type and heauenly rose, and under the type was a 
goodly rose of gold, sette on a little mountaine en- 
vironed wyth red roses and white, oute of the type 
came downe a faulcon all whyte, and sette uppon the 
rose, and incontinent came downe an angil wyth greate 
melodie, and sette a close crowne of golde on the 
iaulcon*s head ; and in the same pageant sate Saint 
Anne wyth all hir issue beneath hir, and under 
Mary Cleophe sate hir foure children, of the whiche 
children, one made a goodlye oration to the Queene 
of the fruitefulnesse of Saint Anne, and of hir ge- 
neration, trusting, that lyke fniite shoulde come of 
hir. Then shee passed to the conduite in Cbrnehill, 
where were the three Graces sette in a throne, afore 
whome was the spring of Grace, continually running 
wine: afore the fountaine sate a Poet, declaring the 
properties of euery i^race, that done, euery lady by 
liirself according to her propertie, gaue to the 
Queene a seuerall gifte of grace. 

That done, she passed by the greate conduite in 
Cheape, whiche was newly painted wyth armes and 
deuices, out of the whyche conduite by a goodlye 
fountaine sette at the ende, ranne continually wine 
both white and claret all that afternoone: and so 
she rode to the standarde, whyche was richely 
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painted with images of Kings and Queenes^ and 
hanged with banners of armes^ and in the toppe 
was maruellous sweete harmony bothe of songs and 
instruments. 

Then she wente forwarde by the crosse^ whyche 
was newly guilte^ till she came where the Aldermen 
stoode, and then Maister Baker the Recorder^ came 
to her wyth lowe reuerence, making a proper and 
briefe proposition, and gaiue to hir, in the name of 
the Citie a thousand mark in golde in a purse of 
golde, whyche shee thanfullye accepted Y7th manye 
good wordes, and so rode to the little conduite^ 
where was a riche pageaunte full of melodic and 
songs, in whyche pageaunte were Pallas, Juno, and 
Venus, and afore them stoode Mercuric, whyche in 
the name of the three goddesses gaue to hir a ball of 
golde diuided in three, signifying three giftes which 
these three goddesses gaue to hir, that is to say, 
wisedom, riches, an^ felicitie. 

As she entered Into Pauie's Gate, there was a 
pretty psgeant, in which sate tliree ladyes richly 
clothed, and ip a circle on their head was written^ 
Itegina AnrKf^ prosper, proceede, and raigne. The 
lady in the midst had a tablet, in the which was 
written Veni amicay coronaberis, and Under the table 
sate an angell with a close crowne. And the lady 
sitting on the right hand had a tablet of silver, in 
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whyclie was written Damme derige gressus meoa,'^ 
Atid the third lady had a tablet of golde, with let* 
ters of azure written Cotifido in dcmiino, and under 
their feete >^s written 

Jtegina Amia parts regis de sanguine 'natam 

Et paries popuUs aurea s<Bcla tuis. 
And these ladyes cast downe wafers^ on the wbyche 
the sayd two verses were written. 

From thence^ she passed to the <eaat ende of 
Pawle's Church, against the Schoole, where stoode 
a scafiblde, and children well apjparelled, which 
sayde to hir diuers goodly verses of Po^ translated 
into English, to the honor of the King and hir, 
which she highly commended. And then she came 
to Ludgate, whiche gate was new garnished with 
golde and bise, and on the leades of Saint Martin's 
Church stoode a goodly queere of singing men. and 
children, which sang ne^ ballets made in prayse of 
hir Grace. 

After that she was past Ludgate, she proceeded 
towarde Fleete Streete, where the conduit was 
newly painted, and all the armes and angles re- 
freshed, and the slialmes melodiously sounding. 
Upon the conduite was made a tower with foure 
turrets^ and in euery turret stoode one of the cardi- 
Ball vertues with their tokens and properties, whiqb 
had severall speaches, promissing the Queene neuer 
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to leaue hir but to be ayding and comforting hir: 
and Jn the midst of the Tower closely was such sc- 
uerall solemne instruments that it seemed to be a 
heauenly noyse, and was much regarded and praysed^ 
besides this^ the conduite ran wine claret and redde 
all the aftemoone, so she with all hir company and the 
mayor rode forth to Temple Barre, which was newly 
painted and repaired, where stoode also diuers sing- 
ing men and children, till she came to Westminster 
Hall, whyche was richly hanged with cloth of arras 
and newly glased, and in the midst of the Hall she 
was taken out of her litter and so ledde up to the 
high deske under the cloth of estate, on whose left 
hande was a cupbord of tenne stages high maruel* 
lous riche and beautiful! to beholde, and within a 
little season was broughte to the Que^ne with a so- 
lemne seruice in great standing spice plates, a voyed 
of spice, and sutteltyes, with ipocr^e, and other 
wynes, whyche she sent downe to hir ladyes, and 
when the ladyes had drunke, she gaue harty thankes 
to the lordes and ladyes, and to the mayor, and other 
that had given their attendance on hir, and so with- 
drew herselfe with- a fewe ladyes to the White-Hall, 
and so to hir chamber, and there shifted hir, and 
after wente in hir barge secretely to the King to his 
manour of Westminster, where she rested that night*^ 
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Coronation of Queene Ann. 



On Whitsunday, the first of June, the 
Mayor claddein crimos in veluet, with hys colter, 
and all the Aldermen and SherifBes in scarlet, 
and the counsell of the Citie, tooke their barge at 
the Crane by seauen of the elocke and came to 
Westminster, where they were welcomed, and 
brought into the Hall, by Mayster Treasurer, and 
other of the King's house, and so gaoe thekr attend* 
ance, till the Queene shoulde come forth. Betweene 
eyght and nine of the elocke she came into the 
Hall, and stoode under the cloth of estate, and then 
came in the King's Chappell, and the Monks of 
Westminster, all in riche coapes, and manye Bi<^ 
shops and Abbots in coapes and miters, which went 
into the midst of the Hall, and there stoode a sea- 
son> then was there a ray cloath spread from the 
Queene's standing in the Hall, through the pallace 
and sanctuarie, whyche was rayled on both sides, ta 
the high altare of Westminster, after that the ray 
cloth was cast, the Officers of Armes appoynled the 
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order accustomed. First went gentlemen, then EU- 
^uires, then Knights, then Aldermen of London in 
their cloakes of scarlet, cast ouer their gownes of 
scarlet. After them, the Judges in their mantles of 
scarlet and coyfes : then followed the Knights of the 
Bath, beeing no lordes, euery man hauing a white 
lace on his left sleeue; then followed Barons and 
Viscountes in their parliment roabes of scarlet j 
after them, came Earles, Marquesses, and Dukes, 
in their roabes of estate, of crimson velvet, furred 
with ermin pondered according to their degrees. 
After them, came the Lord Chancellor in a roabe of 
scarlet, open before, bordered with lettice. Aftier 
hym, came the King's Chappell and the Monkes so- 
lemnly singing with procession. Then came Ab- 
bots and Bishops mitered, then Sergeants and Offi- 
cers of Aimes, then the Mayor of London with his 
mace, and garter in his coate of armes, then the 
Marquesse Dorcet in hys roabe of estate, which 
bare the scepter of gold,, and the Elarle of Arundell, 
which bare the rodde of iuorie with the done both 
together,, then alone the Earle of Oxford high 
Chamberlayne of £nglande, which bare the crowne. 
After him the Duke of Suffolke in Ms roabe of estato, 
for that day being High Steward of England, haur 
ing a long white rodde in liys hande, and the Lord 
William Hawaid, with the rodde of the marshalsliip, 
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and eueiy Knight of the Garter had on his coDer ef 
the order. Then prceeeded forth the Queene in a cir- 
cote and roabe of purple veluet, furred with ermine, 
in Iiir heare^ coyfe^ and circlet^ as she had the Sa- 
terday^ and oner her was borne the canapie, by foure 
of- the cinque portes^ all in crimson, with points of 
•blew and red hanging on their sleeues, and the Bi» 
siiops of London and Winchester bare up thelappes 
of the Queene^s roabe, and hix trayne whiefa was 
very long, was borne up by the olde Dutchesse of 
.Norfiblke. After hir followed ladyes bdng Iprdes*^ 
wives, which had cireotes of scarlet with narrow 
fileeues, the brest all lettice, with barres of powders 
iiccording to their degrees, and ouer that, they had 
inantels of scarlet furred, and euery mantle had let- 
tice about the necke like a neckerchefe, likewise 
poudered, so that by the pouderings tkeyr degrees 
might be knowne. Then followed ladyes being 
knights' wives in gownes of scarlet, with narrow 
sleeves without traynes, only edged with lettice, 
likewise had all the Queene^s gentlewomen. 

When she was thus brought to the high place 
jnade in the midst of the churche, between the 
^ueere and the high altare, she was set in a riche 
chaire, and after tliat she had rested awhile, she de- 
jftcended downe to the high altare, and there pros- 
trated hirselfe^i, while the Bishop of Canterbury said 
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certayne collects ouer hir. Then she rose^ and the 
Bishop annoynted hir on the head and on the brest^ 
and then she was led up agayne to hir chaire^ where 
after diuers orisons sayd, the Archbishop set the 
crowne of Saint Edward on hir head, and tber deli- 
uered hir the scepter of golde in hir right hand^ 
and the rodde of iu(»ry with the dove in the left 
hand, and then slLI the queere sung Te Deum, &c. 
which done the Bishop tooke of the crowne of Saint 
Edward being heauie, and set on hir head the crowne 
made for hir, and so went to masse, and when the 
offering was begonne she descended downe and of- 
fered being crowned, and so ascended up agayne and 
sate in hir chaire till Agnus, and then she went 
downe, and kneeled before the high alter, where she 
receyued of the Archbishop the holy Sacrament^ 
and then went up to the place agayne. After that 
masse was done, she went to Saint Edward's shrine^ 
and there offered. After which offering done, she 
withdrewe hir into a little place made for that pur« 
pose on the one side queere. Now in the meane 
season euery Dutchesse put on hir bonet a coronott 
of golde wrought with flowers, and euery Marchion- 
esse put on a demy ccnronett of golde, and euery 
Countesse a playne circle of gold, without flowers^ 
and euery Kaig of Armes put on a crowne of cop- 
per and gilt, all which were woiTne till night. 
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' When the Queene had a little reposed hir^ the 
company returned in tlie same order that they set 
forthy and the Queene went crowned^ and so did 
the ladyes aforesaide: her right hand was susteytied 
by the Earle of Wiltshire hir father^ and her left 
hand by the Lord Talbot, deputie for the Earle of 
Shrewsburie, and Lord Furniuall his father: and 
when she was out of the sanctuarie within the pal- 
lace, the trumpets playde maruellous freshly, and so 
she was brought to Westminster Hall, and so to her 
withdrawing chamber, during which time, the Lordes, ' 
Judges, Mayor, and Aldermen, put of their robes, 
mantles, and clokes, and tooke theyr whodes from 
theyr necks, and cast them about their shoulders, and 
the Lordes sat only in their circotes, and the Judges 
lind Aldermen in their gownes, and all theLordes that 
serued that day serued in their circotes, and their 
whodes aboute their shoulders. Also dyuers officers 
of the King's house being no lordes, had circotes 
and whodes of scarlet, edged with miniuer, as Trea* 
surer, Comptroller,- and Mayster of the Jewell- 
house, but their circotes were not gilt. 

While the Queene was in hir chamber, euery 
Lorde and other that ought to do seruice at the Co- 
tonation, did prepare them according to their dutie^ 
as the Duke of Suffolke, High Steward of England^ 
which was richly apparelled, bis doublet and jacket 
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set with orient pearle, his gowne chrimson velvet 
embrothered, his courser trapped with a- close trap- 
per^ head and all to the ground of clirimson veluet^ 
set full of letters of golde of goldsimth's worke^ 
having a long white rodde in his hand. On his left 
hand rode the Lord William^ deputie for his brother^ 
as Elarle Marshall with the Marshall's rodde, whose 
gowne was chrimson veluet and hys horsse trapper 
purple veluet cut on white sattin, embrothered with 
white lions. The Earle of Oxford was High Cham- 
berlayne, the Earl of Essex Caruer, the Earle of 
Sussex Sewer, the Earle of Arundell Chief Butler^ 
on whome, twelve Citizens of Ix>ndon did give their 
attendance at the cupbord ; the Earle of Darby Cup«* 
bearer, the Viscount Lesle Panter, the Lord. Bur- 
geyny Chiefe Larder, the Lord. Bray Almoner for 
hym and his copartners, and Mayor of Oxforde kepte 
the Buttrey barre, and Thomas Wyat was chosen 
Ewerer for Sir Henry Wyat his father. When all 
thyngs was readye and ordered, the Queene under 
hir canopie came int the Hall and washed, and sate 
downe in the middest of the table under hir cloth of 
estate. On the right syde of hyr chayre stoode the 
Countesse of Oxforde widowe and on hyr left hand 
stoode the Countesse of Worcester all the dynner 
season, whyche dyuers tymes in the dynner-tyme 
did holde a fyne cloath before the Queene's face 



( W3 ) 

^en she list to spitte or do otherwise nt hir piti^ 
«ure; And at the table's ende sate the Archbishop of 
Canterbury <m the right hande of the Queene^ and is 
the middest, betweene the Archbishop and the Coun<« 
tease of Oxforde, stoode the Earle of Oxforde^ with 
a white «tafie all dynner tyme^ and at the Queene'a 
feete under the table sate two gentlewomen all din* 
ner tyme» When all these thyngs were thus or- 
dered, came in the Duke of Suflblke^ and the Lord 
•William Howarde on hursebacke, and the Serjeants 
of Armes before them, and after them the Sewer^ 
and then the Knightes of the Bath, bringing in the. 
first course which was eyght and twentie dishes, be-* 
side sutelties, and shippes made of ware, maruellous 
gorgeous to beholde, all whych time of seruice, the 
trumpettes standing in the windowe at the neather 
ende of the Hall played. When she was serued of 
two dishes, then the Archbishop seruice was set 
downe, ifrho3e Sewer came equall with the thirde 
dish of the Queene's .seruice on his left hand. After 
that the Queene and the Archbishop were serued, 
the Barons of the Fortes beganne the table on the 
right hande next the wall, then at the t^ble sate 
the Maysters and Clearks of the Chancerie, and be- 
neath them other Doctors and Gentlemen. The 
table next the wall on the left hand by the cup- 
bord was begonne by the Maior and Alderman, the 
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Chamberlayne and Coansell of tbe Citie of Londoi^ 
and beneath tliem sate substantial! Merchantes, and 
so downeward other worshipfull persons. At the 
table on tbe right hand in the middest of the Hall 
sate the Lord Chancellor and other temporall 
Lordes: on tlie right side of the table in their cir-* 
cotes, and on the left side of the same table sate Bi-» 
shoppes and Abbots in their parliament roabes; be* 
neath them, sate tlie Judges, Serjeaunts, and the 
King's Counsell: beneath them the Knightes of the 
Bath. At the table on the left hand in the middle 
part, sate Dutcheses, Marqueses, Counteses, Baron- 
esses in their roabes and other Ladyes in circotes^ 
and gentlewomen in gownes, all whiche gentlewo<* 
men and ladyes sate on the lefte side of the table 
along, and none on the righte side, and when all 
Were thus set, they were incontinent serued so 
quickly, that it was maruellous, for the seruitors 
gaue so good attendance, that meate nor drinke, nor 
anye thing else needed to be called for, which in ^ 
great a multitude was maruellous. 

As toucliing the fare there cpuld be deuised no 
more costly dishes, dor suttelties. The Mayor of 
liondon was serued with foure and thirtie dishes at 
two courses and so were all hys breethren, and suche 
as sate at hys table. The Queene had at her se« 
i:onde course foure and twentye dishes^ and thirtie 
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at the thirde course, and between the last courses^ 
the Kings of Armes crowned, and other Officers of 
Armes cryed Larges in three partes of the Hall, and 
after stoode in theyr place, whiche was in the be- 
kens of the King's Bench. On the right hand oat 
of the cli^ter of Saint Stephen's Cbappell was 
made a little closet, in which, the King with diners 
Embassadors stoode to beholde the seruice; the 
Duke of Suffolke, and the Lord William, rode often- 
times aboute the Hall, cheering the Lordes, Ladyes, 
the Mayor, and his brethren. After they in the 
Hall had dined, they had wafers and ipociase, and 
then they washed, and were comnianded to rise, and 
stand still in their places before the tables or on the 
formes till the Queene had washed. When she had 
taken wafers and ipocrase, the table was taken up^ 
and the Earle of Rutlahd.brought up the sumape and 
layde it at the boorde's ende, which immediately was 
drawne and cast by Mayster Reade, Marshall of the 
Hall, and the Queene washed, and after the Arch- 
bishop, and after, the surnape was withdrawne : 
then she rose, and stoode in the midst of the Hall 
place, to whome, the Earle of Sussex in a goodly 
spice plate brought a voyde of spice and cofeetions. 
After him, the Mayor of London brought a standing 
cu{^ of golde, sette in a cuppe of assay of golde, 
and after that she had drunke^ she gave the Mayor 
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the cuppe with the cuppe of assay because theer was 
no couer, according to the clayme of the Citie, 
thanking him and fill hys brethren of their payne. 
Then she under hir canapie departed to hir chamber. 
She gave the canapie with belles and all to the Ba- 
rons of the Fortes according to theyr clayme with 
great thankes^ than the Mayor of London bearing 
his cuppe in his hande went to hys barge^ as did 
all others^ for it was six of the clock. 

On Monday^ where the Justes at the tilt before 
the King's Gate^ where the Mayor and his breethren 
had a goodly standing, but there were few speares 
broken, by reason the hdrsses would not coape. 

On Wenesday, the King sentefor the Mayor and 
his breethren to Westminster, and there he himselfe 
gave unto them hartie thankes^ with many goodly 
words* 
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THE BIRTH 



or 



LADY ELIZABETH, 

(AFTERWARDS QUEEN ELIZABETH,) 



AND 



THB C^BXHONT OF HER 

CHRISTENING. 

(Stowb.) 



THE seauenth of September, (1533) being Mon- 
daye betweene three and foure of the clocke at after- 
noone, the Queene was delyuered of a fayre lady, 
for whose good deliueraunce Te Deum was sung in- 
continently, and great preparation was made for the 
Christning. The Myaor and his brethren and fortie 
of the chiefe Citizens were commaunded to be at the 
Christning the Wednesday following: upon whiche 
daye, the Mayor, Sir Stephen Peacocke, in a gown 
of criiuosin velvet wyth bis collar of esses, and al 
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the Aldermen in scarlet with collars and chains^ 
and all the Counsell of the Citie with them tooke 
their barge at one of the clocke, and the Citizens 
liad another barge^ and so rowed to Greenwiche^ 
where were many Lordes^ Knightes^ and Gentlemen 
assembled : al the walles betweene the King's pa- 
lace and the Friers^ were hanged with arras, and all 
the way strewed With greene rushes. The Friei *» 
,Cfaurch was also hanged wyth riche arras: The font 
was of silver, and stoode in the middest of the 
churche three steppes highe, whiche was *covered 
with a fine cloth; and divers gentlemen with apron 
and towels aboute their necks gave attendance 
aboute it, that no filth shoulde come to the foiit ; 
over it hung a square canapie of crimosin sattin 
fringed with gold, aboute it was a rayle covered with 
red say betweene the queere and bodye of the 
church, was a close place with a panne of fyre to 
make the childe ready in: when all these things 
were ordered, the childe was brought to the pall^ 
and then every man set forwarde: firste the Citi'^ 
jEcns two and two, then Gentlemen, Esquiers, and 
Chaplaines, nexte after them the Aldermen and the 
Mayor alone, and next the King's Councell, then the 
King's Chappell in coapes, then Barons, Bishoppes^ 
Earles, the Earle of Essex bearing the covered ba* 
»ous guilte, after him the Marquesse of Eaicester,, 
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of the Archebyshop of C^nterburie; and al the one 
side (as they went) was full of staffe torches, to the 
number of fyve hundred borne by the guarde, and 
otherof the King's servants; and aboute the child 
were manye other proper torches borne by gentle- 
menne. And in this order they brought the Prin- 
cesse to the Queene's Chamber dore and departed* 

The Mayor wente to the King's chamber, and 
tarryed there awhyle wyth his brethren the Alder- 
men, and at the laste, the Dukes of iVorfroike and 
Sufiblke, came out from the King, and reported to 
the Mayor and his brethren that the King . thanked 
them hartily, and commanded them to give them 
thankes in his name, and from thence they were 
had to the seller and dranke^ and so went to their 
bai*ge. 
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THE OATH 

OP 

tVILLUM BOSTON, alias BENSON, 

TAKEN IN THE TEAR 1583^ 
FOR rULFILLIHO 

The Will of King Henri/ the Seventh, 

IN RELATION TO HIS CHAPEL ANNEXED TO THE 
ABBEY CHURCH OF WESTMINSTER, 

(Rymer*s Fcedera.J 



MEMORANDUM, that on the 12th day of 
May, in the 25th year of the reign of King Henry 
8th, William Boston, Abbat of the Monastery of 
St. Peter at Westminster, came publickly in his 
own. person between the hours of nine and ten be« 
fore noon the same day, into the Chancery of our 
Lord the King at Westminster, and then and there 
in the presence of Thomas Audely, Knight, Chan- 
cdlqr of England, and others of the same Chancery 
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then and there present^ bringing with him his part 
of certain original Indentures, made between the 
Lord King Henry 7th On the olie, and John Islip, 
late Abbat, and the Convent of the aforesaid Mo- 
nastery on the other part, and sealed with the great 
seal of the same late lord the King, the date where- 
of is of the sixteenth day of July, in the nineteenth 
year of the reign of the same late King, the which 
indenture contains the foundation of the Will of the 
aforesaid late lord the King, to be for ever observed^ 
kept, and performed within the aforsaid Monastery, 
and the same Abbat holding in his hands the same 
part of the indentures took a solemn oath on God's 
Holy Gospels, under the following words. 

I, William Boston, Abbot of the Monastery 
of Seynt Peter of Westminster, shall well and truely 
to my powar duryng all my lyif, as long 'as I shall 
be Abbot of the said Monastery, accordii^g to the 
covenants specified in these indentures here in mf 
hande, made betwene the mooste excellent and 
Christian Prince Kyng Henry the Seventh, and John 
Islip, late Abbot of the said Monastery, bering 
date the sixteenth daye of July, the nineteentlr yere 
of the reigne of the said Kyng, cause every monke 
of the said Monastery that shall syngor say the high 
masse at the highe alter in the same Moniistery to 



( 143 ) 

Sing and say devoutly every day, at-every such masse 
for the said Kyng, all such special collects with 
their secrets and postoomyns as be conteyned in 
the said indentures. 

Item, I shall cause every monke singing and 
saying, in the chapitre masse in the said Monasterie 
and also the monks of the quere, to syng and sey 
devoutly for the 4iame Kyng, at every such masse 
after the fraccion of the Holy Sacrament, and before 
the holye prayer of Agnus Dei, all such special 
psalms, orations, and prayers for the same Kyng, as 
be conteigned in the same indentures. 

Item, I shall fynde, suste3me and kepe, thre moor 
monks of Seynt Benet in the said Monasterye, over 
and above the nombre of monkes that ought and 
were used to be kepte and susteyned in the said 
Monasterye, by reason of the fundacion thereof or 
otherwise, at the tyme of the makyng of the said 
indentures, and yere unto every of them lyke fynd- 
yng, profits and rewardes, as any other . monke of 
the said Monasterye shall have or used to have be- 
yng none officer therein. 

Item, I shall provide and cause three chauntery 
tnonkes in the said Monasterye, of good and vertu- 
ouse disposition to sey dayly masse, specially and 
principally for the same Kyng, and also for Eliza- 
beth late Queue of England his wyff> and for tiieir 
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ehtldreil and issue^ and for the fader^ moder> pfOr 
gienitours and auncestours of the same K]mg, in sudi 
aianer and forme as is conteyned in the same ia*- 
dentures. Pede to every such monke yerely for his 
itelarie and wages^ an hundred shillings over and 
above lyke fyndyng, profits and advantages^ as any 
other monke of the said M onasterie beying none 
ofiicer therein have had or ought to have. 

Item^ I shall cause a great bell in the said Mo« 
nasterye aj^inted in the said indentures^ solemnly 
and distinctely to be kmdled fouretie stiokis^ above 
a quarter of an houre^ nexte before every houre and 
tyme lymitted and appoynted for any of the thre 
chaunterie massez to begynne to the entent to ^ve 
knowledge to the people to come to the same. 

Item^ I shall cause a solempne sermone to be 
openlye seyde in the churche of the said Monastery 
lipon every good Fridaye^ Monday in Ester Wdie, 
aiid the Festes of our Ladie^ and euery Sunday tt 
the yere, excepte such Sondaies as be excepted in 
the said indentures; and cause the greatest bell to 
be rongon one hour^ to and before . evefy> sucli 
sermone, in suche forme as is oonteigned in the 
same indentures, and shall content and delyver 
to every persone saying every suche serm<Hie^ 
xiiis. ivd. fcnr his rewarde. 

Item, I shall holde and kepe, and cause to be 
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holden atkd kepte, aperpetttaU aii4 solempne aobi* 
versarie foe the said Kyng, and for the other souls 
aHore rehers^d in the churche of the said Mo* 
uasteiye^ in such maner^ forme and order^ and with 
^luch special devine services^ prayers, observ- 
ances, and ceremoi^es, and with lights of an hun-^ 
dred tapers, and twenty-four torches, and with the 
distribution almesse of j^xx, and suche other re* 
wardes at eVery suche anniversarie, as ia conteyned 
in the same indentures. 

Item, I shall cause every personne that shall 
preche, and sa; the sermone used to be sayde at 
Paulis Crosse, and also every personne that ahaU 
preche and saye the sermone in the said Monasterie 
the Monday next before every such aani versarie, to 
wame the people Hiere beyng, evenly, by auche 
prayers as be conteigned m the said indentures, of 
the verye daye that every snche anni versarie shall 
be holden and kepte upon, and content and paye to , 

every personne that shall make any sueh sermone ) 

at Poules Crosse yeve suche wamyng of the said' i 

anniversarie iris. ivd. and also that I sliall consent 
«aid paye all the sommes of money at every suche 
aoniverparie to the Chaunceller and Kepar of the . 
Qrete Seale, Tresorer of Ei^lond, ChieffJustiez, 
and other personnes named in the said Inden^ 
tures, aa often as they shall be there present, in 

H 



i 



( 146 ) 

such forme as. is specified in the same inden**' 
tares. 

Item^ I shaill liolde and kepe, and cause to be 
holden and liepte a solemne wekele obite in the 
same Monasterye for the same Kyng and for the 
soules Bfope reherse<l^ in such foime^ maner and 
order^ and with suche divine service, prayers, ob- 
servances and ceremonies, and with the liglvt of 
tliirtie tapers and foure torches, and with the distri- 
bution of almesse, and such other rewards as .be 
oonteyned in the forsaid indentures. 

Item, I shall caus^ every monk that i^all syng 
BStid say the masse of requiem with note, at^every of 
the said ti^ekeiy obitez, and also the monks tlien 
there beyng In the quere to syng and say perpetuelly^ 
whilles the world shall endure, after the decese of 
the said King, ^levoutly for the same Kyng at every 
sitche masse after the fraecion of the Holy Sacra- 
ment, and before the Holy Prayer of Agnus Dei, 
all suche special psalmes, oracious, and prayers for 
the same Kyng as be conteigned in the same in- 
dentures. 

And also, I shall fynde, provide, ordeigne and 
have foure tapers of waxe, eveiy one of t)iem of the 
weight of xii L. at the first making, tO'Stande, and 
perpetually to breene upon and aboute the tombe 
and herse of the said Kyng, in die said Monasteries 
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in i!Vick fonh as is conteighed in the said inden<«' 
tures. • ' 

And also^ I -shall fjrnde and kepe in the said Mo- 
narteriey to6 bretliem called converses, over and 

• 

besides sixe oAer converses, which ouglit to be 
fbnndeh !n the said MonasTterie, before tire making' 
rff the said indentures, and minyster to every of the 
said'-iwo brethern like lyvying, meate, drinke,' 
clotM!%, lodgyng, and all other tilings as any other 
broder, caHi^d a converse hstAi used to have in the 
:^aid Monasterie. » - 

And also, I shall provide, fynde and have in the* 
Universitie of Oxcnford three monk<^, scollers ot 
the «aid Monasterie, which ought to be funden there 
before the making of the said indentures, and there' 
td Continue in studie ^nd learning in the science of 
divihrtie in such manerand fourme, as is conteigned 
in the same indentures, ai^d topeye to every of them 
yerely for his exhibition j^x. as longe as he shall 
there <iontynue soo. 

' Itetta, I shall well and truely content and pay all 
sucbe severall sommes of money, as be appointed 
to be paide for twenty several soUempne anniversa- 
ries to be holden and kepte for the said JKyng, in' 
several Cathedral Churches, Monasteries, CpUegiez,' 
Priories,' Abbasies, Places of Friers, and in the 
Universities of Oxenford and Cambridge, and other 
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pUcesj hi Vioh forme «s is ixmteigned ia. tb^. $^e 
indentures. 

/ Item^ I ftball provide and misteyn^ witbia the said 
IVfona^terie^ in the Almes Houses dierefore wade 
and appointed by the said Kyng xiii pore men, ooo 
of tliem being a preste^ and the other jui having no 
vifes, in suche maner and foripe as is conteyned in, 
the same indenture^^ and give tp every of them, 
that is to say, to hym of theym that shaU be pKsst^ 
for ev^ry day in the weke ivd. and to the other xii of 
them for every day in the weke iid« to be paicd 
every Saturday, and every yere suche clothing and 
fi^well as is conteigned in the said indentures. 

And also, I shall depute and orde^gne |i sad and 
discrete monke of the said Monssterie, to have the 
rewle and governance of the said xiii pore men, and 
to see that they shall kepe all such $tatut^ and or-> 
dinaoces, prayers, and observances as to be them ap- 
poynted and assigned, and I shall yede to every suche 
monke yerely for his labour xls, and. also I shall 
provide, and ftnd tree honeste sad and discrete wo- 
olen to dresse meat and drink for the said xiii pore 
men, aqd kepe them in their seckness, and yede to 
every of the $aid thre pore women weekely xvid^and 
every yere a gownne^ redie made for their labour, ac« 
cording to the tenour eifecte of the said indenture. 

Itemj I shall cause the abstracte eonteigmni^ the 
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rfftet of the satd tti^ntuves annested to the Imim 
hidetiturM to be opetAj and didtitietljr i«dde in tht 
Chapture House of the said Monasteries yttelf^ 
Wkhin too day* next before ererf such atmiyersarie^ 
In sueh foiYfte and tlxustitt ai$ b conteigned in the 
same indentaret. 

And> I shall cause evefy priour of the said Monas* 
tcrie to^make soIeiDpne othe in the said Chapitte* 
House of the same Monasteries within viii days next 
after he shall be made prionr of the said Monasteiie^ 
to be and cause all the premisses and all other 
things conteigned in the same indentures to be ob* 
ferved and kepte as well ia the tyme of vacation of 
the said Abbathye as other tymet. .i 

Ands I shall well and truely kepe and perfonne^ 
and see and cause to be truely kepte and perfourmed 
all and every of the premisses^ and all other things 
conteigned^ and specified in the same indentures 
covenanted^ and grounded by me and the priour and 
convent of the said Monasterie to be kepte^ don^ 
observed and performed^ according to the holy will^ 
mynde and extent of the said Kyng, sole founder 
of all the premisses^ and of all other things more 
largely expressed in the said indentures^ according 
to the tenour and effecte of the said indentures in 
every behalve^ with all such solempnites and cercum- 
stances a& be conteigned in the same indentures in 
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•s large and ample wk& as though they were speci- 
ally and particularly rebeised and expressed ia thit 
my othe. 

So helpe me God, and all $eynts and by this 
book, and as I shall therefore aunswere to Almightye 
God at the dreadful day of final Judgement^. 

* Whfitfaer ever this Abbtt Moit^ ot Bunion ftmeiii* 
bcred his oatbf when ha cpnventad to the dtMolutioa of 
his Monastery^, and breaking through all the particulari 
he had sworn to observei is hard to decide ^ but as he 
broke through hts religious vows to pass from an Abbat 
to be a Dean, so by the same autiiority be probably d(s^ 
pensed with this solemn oath» and in all likelyhood ne?ef 
gave himself the trouble to think of iL 
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A LETTER 

TROM 

KATHERINB BULKLEY, 

Last Abbess of God&tow Nuaneiy^ in Oxfordshire^ 

LORD CROMWELL, 

COMinUAINING AGAINST 

DOCTOR LONDON, 

Wha ti;(» ima of the Instruments employed at the 
Suppression of the said Nunnery. 

(Willis.) ; 

PLEASITH hit your honor, with my 
moste humble dowtye, to be advertised, that when 
ft hath pleasy'd your lordship to be the verie meane 
to the King's Majestie for my preferment, most un- 
worthie to be Abbes of this the King's Monasterie 
of Godystowe 5 in the which ofiyce I truste I have 
done the best in my power, to the mayntenance of 
God^s trewe honour, with all treuth and obedience 
to the King's Majestie, and was never moved nor 
desired by any creature in the King's behalfe^ or ia 
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your lor^hip's name^ to surrender and give up the 
house; nor was nerer mynded kior intended so to da 
otherwise than at the King's gracious command- 
ment or yours. To the which I da^ tnd hiive ever 
done, and will submit myself most humblie and 
ob^dientlie. And I trust to Ood that I have nevcil: 
offendyd God's laws, neither the King's, wherbie 
that this poore Monasterie ought to be suppressed. 
And this notwithstanding, my good lorde, so it is^ 
that Dr.. London, whiche (as your lordship well 
knows) was agaynst my promotion, and hath ev^r 
sence borne me great malys and grudge like my 
mortal enemye, is sodenlie cummyd unto me, with 
a greate rowte with him, and here doth threten me, 
and my sisters, sayeng that he hath the King's 
commission to suppresse this house,, spyte of my 
tethe, . And when he saw that I was contente that 
)ie shoulde do «U things according to his commis- 
sion, and shewyd him playne that I wolde never 
surrender to his hande, being my awncyent enemye^ 
now he begins to intreat me, and to invegle my sis- 
ters one by one, otherwise than ever I herd^ tell that 
the King's subjects hathe been handelyd and here 
tarieth and contynueth, to my great coste and 
charges, and will not take my answere that I will 
not surrender^ till I know the King's gracious com* 
mandment^ or your good lordship's. 
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-:Theftfofe I do iMote hutnUift beseehi yotf to 
e«ftly ime mf good hwde a«yaa iiMne evar bene; mA 
Ky'Atwte ydor honoraibie letters to temoffe ham 
kns. And whensoever the King's gmeknia tcm^ 
mmditteiBt, or yoiirs^ shatt come unto me,, yam sfcatt 
find me most leddie ob^ant to felloe tlie amne,* 
And notwithstandiRg that Dr^London Mfcean me^ 
ttew many biieb mfaarmcd jmotlsaddmp, tlMdt I aan 
a iipoikr and a wastevy yoof good Imkfaip shall 
tmowr ibat the eontsary i» tseire; for I heme not afie« 
natyd one halporthe of goods of dtisr Monasteries 
movable or unmovable, but have rather increased 
the same; nor never made lease of any farme or 
peece of grownde belongyng to this house; or then 
hath beene in times paste allwaies set under convent 
seal for the wealthe of the house. And therefore 
my very truste is, that I shall fynd the King as gra* 
cious lorde unto me, as he is to all other his sub- 
jects, seying I liave not offendyd ; and am and will 
be *moste obedyent to his most gracious command- 
ment at all tymes, with the grace of Allmighty 
Jesus, who ever preserve you in honour longeto 
endure to his pleasure. Amen* 

Godistou the vth dale of November, 

Your most bownden beds woman, 
Katherins Bulkeley, Abbes there* 
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Doctor London was a proper object to be edir 
ployed in that business^ his conduct being so infr-^ 
mous that he was afterwards convicted of peijvryy 
and adjudged to ride with his face to the horse's tail 
it Winsor and Okingham with papers about his 
head; which sentence was accordin^y executed. 
But neither his infamy nor the lieputed blamdess 
life of the nuns availed the Nunnery^ the instrument 
was therefiDre fit for the work he had to execute, 
and the Convent was not only suppressed but the 
House destroyed. 
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FORM OF 
The Surrender of the Warden and Friars 

OF 

ST. FRANCIS MONASTERY, 

At Star^fbrd in Lincolnshire^ 
1540. 

(Fcjllbr's History of Abbeys.} 



FOR a» much as we the Warden and Freers of 
the House of Saynt Frances in Stanforde^ comenly 
callyd the Gray Freers in Stanforde in the county of 
Lincolne^ doo profoundly consider^ that the perfec- 
tion of Christian lyving dothe not consiste in the 
dome ceremonies, weryng the grey cootte, disgeasing 
ourselffe after straunge fashions, dokyng and beck- 
yng, in gurdyng ourselffes wyth a gurdie of knots, 
and other like Papistical ceremonies, wherein we 
have byn moost principally practysed and misselyd in 
times past; but the verjr tru waye to please God^ 
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and to lire a tru Christian man wytheowte all yipa^ 
crasie and fayned dissimulation, is sincerly declaryd 
unto us by our ma&tet Christe his evangelist and 
apostles. Being minded hereafter to folio we the 
Yame; conforniyng our selffe unto tlie will and plea- 
sure of our supreme hedde under God in erthe, the 
King's Majestye; and not to follow hensforth the 
superstitious traditions of ony forincycal potentate^ 
or poore, withe mutual assent and consent, doo 
submytt our selfies unto the mercy of our said so- 
veraygne Lorde. And wythe like mutual assent and 
consent, doo surrender and yelde upe unto the hand 
of the aamie, all owr said house of Say«t Frances in 
Stanforde, comenly callyd the Greey Freers in Stan- 
forde, withe all land», tenements, gardens, medowes, 
waters, pondyards^ feedings, pastures, comens, 
rentes, reversicms, and all other our intrest, ryghtes, 
and tythes, aperteyning unto the same; mooste 
humbly beseechyng his mooste noble grace, to dis- 
pose of us, and of the same as best schall stonde 
wythe his Bfiooste graciouse pleasure. And farther, 
freely tograunt unto every one of us his licens^ 
undre wretyng and seat, to change our abites into 
secular fasbion, and to recmve such sianer of liv3mgs 
as other seculer priestes comenly be preferryd unto. 
And we all feythfully schall pray unto Almighty 
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God long to preserve his mooste noble grace^ wyth 
encrease of moehe fdicitie and honor* 

^^ And in witnes of all and singular the pre- 
misses we the saide Warden and Covent 
of the Grey Freers in Stanforde, to these 
presents have put our Covent Sceall^ the 
yeght day of Octobre, in the thyrtythe yere 
of the raigne of our mooste Soveiayne 
King Henry the yeight/' 

Signed with ten names. 

It must be here observed that the surrender of the 
Monasterys and Convents wen all nearly in the same 
words. 
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THE ARRAIGNMENT 

Ox 

Sir EDMUND KNEUET, Knight^ 

ON THK 10 OF JUN£^ 1541^ 
FOR 8TRKKIK6 

MASTER CLERE, OF NORFFOLKE, 

In the Kijig's Court. 

(SXCWBr) 



THE tenth of June Sir Edmund Kneuct, 
Knighte, of NorfFolke, was armigned before the 
King's Justices (sitting in the great Hall at Greene- 
wich) Mayster Gage, Comptroller of the King's 
Houshould, Master Suthwel, Sir Anthony Browne, 
Sir Anthony Winkefield, Master Wrlsley, and Ed- 
mund Pecham, Cofferer of the King's Houshold, 
for striking of one Mayster Ciere of NorflFolke, ser- 
uant with the Earle of Surrey, within the King*s 
house in the Tenis Court. There was first chosen 
to go upon the sayd Edmund a quest of gentlemen, 
and a quest of yeomen, to enquire of the saide stripe, 
by the which inquests, he was found gilty, and bad 
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jndgemeiit tO" jiose his ri^t hadde^' whefeil^xxn WM 
called fo do the executioD^ first the Sergeant Cbi- 
rurgkm wyth hys iastnimentes apperteyning to hb 
office: the Sei^ant o€ the Woodjratd with the mat-* 
let and a bk>cke^ whereUpoB the band should lye; 
the Mayster Cooke for th^ King with jdie kuife ; the * 
Sergeant of the Larder to set the knife right on the 
joynt; the Sergeant Farrer with his searing irons to 
seare the veynes; the Sergeant of the Poultry, with 
a' cocke^ which cocke should have his head smitten 
off upon the same blocke and with the same ki^; 
the Yeomen of the Chaundrie with seare cloths; thc^ 
Yeomen of the l^olerie with a p^noe of fire to heat 
the irons ; a chafer of water to coole the endesof lid 
irons; and two formes for all Officers to settb their 
stuffe on ; the Sergeant of the Celler with wine, 
ale, and beer. The Yeomen of the Ewrie in the 
Sergeants steede, who was absente with bason, 
ewre, and towels. 

Thus every man in hys office readye to do the ex- 
ecution, there was called foorth Sir William Pick- 
ering, Knight Marshall, to bring in the sayde Ed- 
mund Kneuet, and when hee was broughte to the 
' barre, the Chiefe Justice declared to hym his tres- 
passe, and the sayde Kneuet confessing hymselfe to 
be gilty, humblye submitted him to the King's mer- 
cie: for thb offence hee was not only judged to lose 
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bis hmdj but algo his body to renajTM iiir prisos^ 
and his; Itndes and goodes at the King's pleasme. 
Then the sayde Sir BdnoMd.Koeuet desired that tb< 
King of his benigne grace woold pardon kym of bis 
right bande^ and tAe the left, for (qnodi he) if tof 
riglit hande be spaned, I - may beieafter da suehe 
goode service ta his Gractf as shall please kym to 
appcynt. Of tlvis sid>missxoD and request, the Jus* 
tices forthwith informed the Khig, who of his good- 
ness considering the gentle heart of the sayde £d^ 
moBd, and the good reporte of Lordcs and Lajrdes 
graunted hym pardon, that he sfamiU lose neyther 
band^ land, nee goodes^ foot sfarald goc ftce aft 
Itteitie, 
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THE OFFICE 

OF 

MASTEB OF THE REVELS 

FIRST CREATED. 

(1546.) 



\ / 



IN the year 1546 while William Poutet^ Lord St. 
John of Basing was Lord Chamberlain^ the office of 
Master of the ,B,evels was created, and from the 
following establishment, some judgement may bcr 
formed of the relative importance of each of the se* 
veral officers appertaining to that post* . , 

The Master of the Revels 10 6 

The Yeoman of the Revels « . < 9 2 6 

Eight Players of Interludes, M 31. 6s. 8d. 

each per Annum 26 IS ^ 

Three Singers, at 61. 13s. 4d. each.. 20 6 

Two Singers, at 91. 2s. 6d. each.... 19 5 
l*wo Harpers, on^ at 301. the other 

at 181. 5s 48 5 

A Serjeant Trumpeter, and 15 other 

Trumpeters, 241.6s. 8d each ..•• 413 13 4 
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NEW COINAGK 



1553. 



(Stowk.^ 



THE iiii of September, was proclaymed ccrtajme 
new coynes of gold and siluer, a Soueraigne of gold, 
of xxx's, the halfe Souecaigne xy*s^ an Angell of 
x*s, the halfe Angell v*s. Of siluer, the grate, haUe 
grote, and peny. All base coynes to be currant as^ 
before. Also the same day by proclamation,, was 
pardoned the subsidie of iiii's the pound landes> 
and two shillings and eyght-pence the pound ^ 
mouable goods, graunted in the last Parliament of 
King Edward the SisLth. 



. ^ 
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THE PENNANCE 

or 

ELIZABETH CROFrS> 

VOR 

Mokiiing the CU%Men$ qf London wiAetrangef 

Noises^ - ' 

(Stows.) 
1554. 



THE fifteenth of July, 1554, Elizabeth Croft, 
a wenche aboute the age of eighteene yeares^ stoode 
uppon a scafiblde at Pauleys Crosse all the sermon, 
tyme, where shee c<Mifessed, that she being moued 
by dyuers lewde persons thereunto, hadde uppon the 
foureteenth of Marche laste passed, connterfEuted 
certayne speaches in an house withoute Aldersgate of 
London, throughe the whyche, the pec^le of the 
whple City were wonderfully molested, for that all 
men mighte heare the voice, but not see hirperson. 
jBome saide, it was an Angell^ and a voice from 
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Heaven, some the Holy Ghoste^ ftc. This was 
ealled the Spirite in the Wall; she hadde laine 
whistling, in a ^traunge whistle ms^de for that pur* 
pose> whiche was giuen her by one Drakes; then 
were there dyuess compmiions confederate with hir,, 
whieh putidng thoM hies amfinf the prefisse, tooke 
uppon them to interprete what the Spirite saide, 
expressing certaine seditious words againste the 
Qtteene^ the FriMt of Spakse^ tbe Masse^ iod Cba<- 
fSessioD^ &€• &€• 



\.w. 



^ 
/ 
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THE FORM 

OF 

A MIDWIFE'S OATBy 

VROBff 

BISHOP BONNEa*S UCGISTBR* 

ANNO 1555. 



YE shall nother cause iie suffer any woman Xx^ 
nay me or put other father to tl)e chyUle but only, 
bym that ys the vercy father in dede thereof. 

Item, Ye shall not sufier any woman to pretend^ 
fayocj or surmyse herself to be d!el3n^ered of chylde^ 
which is not in dede, nother to name any other wo- 
man's chylde for her owne. 

Item, ye shall not suifre any chylde to be mur- 
dered or maymed or ptherwyse hurtyde, as nygh 

Item, Ye shall not in anywyse use or exercise 
smye manner of wychecrafte, sorcerye, invocations^' 
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CT Other prayers than may. stand with Godde's kwes 
and the Kynge's ! 

Item^ Ye shall have perfectly the woordes ap- 
poynted for baptysme of chyldren, and use noone 
other but the same^ that ys to say, " 1 chrystcyn 
thee N/' &c 

Item, When ofc^ necessitie ye shaH chrystyn any 
chylde, ye shall use pure and deane water, nother 
mixte with rose water, dmnaske water, or otherwise 
altered or coiifected. 

Item, That ye shall not yriforoe any woman by 
paynes or any other ungodly wayes or meanes, to 
giue you more or greater reward for bryngyng her a 
bedde than she would otherwise doo. 

Item, Ye shall never consent nor agree that any 
woman be delyvered secretly, but in the presence of 
two or three honest ^^men, and that there be two 
or three lyghtes, if she do travell by nyght. 

Item, Ifeny chylde be dead borne, ye shall see 
yt buHed in such seccete place as nother hogge, nor 
dogge, nor any other beast, may come to yt j and 
ye shall not suffer eny such diylde to be cast into 
the jaks, or yn eny other xnoonvenient t)r anhonest 
pliEiee, Ac, 

All Mid wives at this period were to be swoon 
4md licensed by the Bishop of Westminster 
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ON THE 

East Wall in Romford Chapel^ 

SS THE FOLLOWING 

INSCRIPTION 

TO THE MEMORY OP 

"SIR JNTHONF COKE, KNIGHT, 

WHO DIED THE llTH DAY OP JUNE^ 15JG^ 



** YOU learned men and such as 

learning love, 
Vouchsafe to read this rude 

unlearned verse; 
For stones are doombe, and yet 

for manne's behove, 
God lends them tongues sometymes 

for to rehearse. 
Such wordes of worthe as worthiest 

wittes may pearse; 
Yea stones (oftymes) when blood and 

bones h6 rott; 
Do blase the brute which ells mighte 

be forgott; 
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And in that heap of carved stones 

dothe lye 
A worthy Knighte^ whose life in 

learning ledd, 
Did make his name to mounte above 

the sky. 
With sacred skill unto a king 

he readd^ 
Whose towarde youthe his famouse 

praises spredde; 
And he therefore to courtly life 

was called^ 
Who more desyred in study to 

be stalled. 
Philosophy had taughte liis 

leained tnynd 
To stand content with contrye 

quyet lyfe 
Wherein he dwelt as one that 

was assynde 
To gusrde the same from sundry 

storms of stryfc; 
And but when persecutiQg TOgt 

was ryfe. 
His helping hand did never faSl 

. to stay 
His counttye's staffe^ but held it . 

up alway. 
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No lugbe ndwKncty nsx office 

of avayle. 
Could temple hm thou^tes to row 

beyonde his reach; 
By biDOnt of books he only 

did assayle 
The ferte of fame whereto lie made 

his breache. 
With tyre of trewdie, which God's good 

worde doth teache. 
The wreatbe be woone rmM dewe for 

his degree; 
He zveytber rose by lyche reward 

nor fee. 
^And yet alhthough he bare his 

sayles so lowe, 
The gales of grace did spread hi$ 

course so faste 
That in his lyfe he did right 

well bestowe 
His children, all before their pryme 

was paste. 
And linckte them so as they be lyke 

to laste. 
What should I say but only this 

in summe ' 

Beatus hie (jui thnet dominum? 

I 
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That only skill, that learning bears' 

the belle. 
And of that skill I thoughte (poor 

stone) to treate; 
That such as lyke to use their leam- 

inge well 
Mighte read theis lynes and therewith 

oft repeate, 
"Howe here on earthe his gyfte from 

God is great. 
Which can employ his learninge to 

the best; 

So did this Knighte wiche here with 
me dothe reste/' 
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EPITAPH 



IN ST. EDMUND'Sy LONDON. 



RICHARD NORDELL lyeth bury'd here, 

Somtym of London, Citizen and 
drapier. 
And Margerie, his wyf, of her progenie, 

Returny'd to erth, and so sail ye. 
Of the erth we were made and formed 

And to the erth we been returned. 
Haue yis in mynd and memory. 

Ye yat liven lerneth to dey. 
And beholdyth here your destine. 

Such as ye erne, sometym were wey. 
Ye shall de dyght in yis array. 

Be ye nere so stout and gay. 
Therefor friendys we yow prey 

Make yow redy for to dey, 

> 

Yat ye be not forr sinn atteynt. 
At ye day of judgement. 

12 



V-. 
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Man the behovyth oft to have yis in mynd^ 
Yat thow geveth wyth yin hand yat sail thow fynid. 
For wydoWes be sloful and chyldren beth unkynd^ 
Executors be covetos, and kep all yat thej fynd. 
If eny body esk wher ye deddys goodys becam 

Ye ansqneare. 
So God me help and halidam^ he died a pore 
man. 

Yink on yis. 
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EPITAPH 

ON 

ROBERT PURSGLOVE, BISHOP OF HULL, 

WHO DIfiD MAY 2, 1579^ 
AT 

TIDDESWALL, DERBYSHIRE. 



UNDER this stone as here doth ly, a corps some 

time of fame 
In Tiddeswall bred and bom troly Robert Pursglove 

by name. 
And there brought tip by parents care at schoole and 

learning trad^ 
Till afterwards by uncle dear to London he was had 5 
Who William Bradshaw hight by name in Paul's 

which did him place. 
And there at schoole did him maintaine full thrice 

3 whole year's space; 

I a^ 
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And then into the Abberye was placed as I wis. 
In Southwark call'd, where it doth ly. Saint Mary 

Overis : 
To Oxford then, who did him send into that 

College right 
And there 14 years did him find which Corpus 
•^ Christi hight : 

From thence at length he went, a Clerk of learning 

great, 
To Gisburn Abbey streight was sent and placed in 

Prior's seat; 
Bishop of Hull be was also archdeacon of Notting- 

ham. 
Provost of Rotheram College too, of York each 

suffragan; 
Two gramer schools he did ordain with land for 

to endure. 
One hospitall for to maintain 12 impotent and poor. 
O Gisburn, thow with Tiddeswall town, lement 

and mourne you may. 
For this said Clerk of great renown lyeth here 

compact in clay ; 
Though cruel death liatli now down brought this 

body which here doth ly. 
Yet trump of Fame stay can he nought to sound his 

prayse on high. 
Qui legis hunc versum crebro reliquum memoreiis 

vik cadaver sum tuque cadaver eris. 
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ROUND THE VERGE OF THE STONE, 

Christ is to me as life on earthy 

And death to me is gain^ 
Because I trust throV him alone 

Salvation to obtain. 
So brittle is the sta:te of man 

So soon it doth decayi 
So all the glorie of this world 

Must pass and fade away. 



14 
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THE ARRAIGNMENT 



or 



EDfT^RD S QUI En, 

VOR ATTBIIPTIirQ TO 

POISON QUEfiN ELIZABETH. 

(Camden.) 



IN those dayes (1585) was Edward Squier ar- 
rayned, one of the ordinary sort of men^ who having 
beene first a pettifogging Gierke^ afterwards an 
under servant in the Queene's stable^ and a souldier 
in Drake's last voyage, was taken in that pinnace 
which was intercepted, and so being carried pri- 
soner into Spaine became knowne to Walpoole^ ain 
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English Jesuite. This Walpoole procured kim to be 
drawne into the Inquision^ as a man guiltie of here- 
sie, and after afflictions laid upon him, easily allured 
him to the Romish religion, and afterwards exhorted 
him divers times to attempt something for the cause 
of religion : and at length, with many circumlocu* 
tions told liim (as Squier himselfe confessed) that 
it was a meritorious act to kill the Earle of Elssex^ 
but more necessarie to make away with the Queene: 
wliich he signified might easily be done, and with* 
out danger, by anointing the pummell of the 
Queene's saddle with poyson, upon which she should 
lay her .hand as she rode. To this fact when Squier 
had given his assent, the Jesuitc bound the man by 
divers vowes under paine of damnation to keepe the 
matter secret, and commit the foct. 

Thus Squier being instructed to perpetrate this 
foule deed, and laden with promises of etemall sal* 
vation, he blessed him, delivered him. the poison^ 
and lest any suspition should arise against the man^ 
returning out of Spaine procured him and another to 
be sent back into England, for redeeming of cer- 
taine Spanish prisoners in England. He^ not long 
after he was returned^ covertly, and as it were do- 
ing 'Something else, anointed the pummell of the 
Queene's saddle with the poyson, praying with a 
loud voyce God save the Queene; but by Grod's 

I 5 
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protection the poyson took not effect. In the meane 
time had he, to avoid all suspition given his name to 
the Earle of Essex to go the warres with him in his 
voyage intended to the Isles of Azores, and departed 
out of England a souldier in the same ship; wliose 
chaire also he anointed . with the same poyson and 
with no better successe. Afterwai'd returning into 
England he lived secure, not once thinking that 
Walpoole his confessor would ever betrawy him. 
But Walpoole (it seemeth) taking in indignation 
that this wicked enterprise flailed of successe, and 
suspecting that S({uier had deluded him, neglecting 
his vows, bent himselfe wholly to revenge it. Cer- 
taine it is that one was sent privily into England 
to appeach Squier in generall terms of his treason 
undertaken. Hereupon Squier (the matter being of 
•such moment) was examined, and at first denyed it ; 
afterward being more exactly interrogated concern- 
ing some circumstances, and supposing that his con- 
fessor had dealt unfaithfully with him, he voluntarily 
confessed the things above said concerning Wal- 
poole, and his own assent giuen, and the anointing 
of the saddle pummel], &c. Yet at the barre and 
•at the gallows he protested, that though he was 
•suborned by Walpoole and others to this fact, yet he 
could never be pers waded in his heart to commit it. 
Walpoole, or some other for him set forth a booke in 
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prints wherein he precisely denyed with many detes- 
tations, all which Squier had confessed. Howso- 
ever it were, some fugitives out of England there 
were, that were toa ingenious to the destruction of 
men^ and their owne infamy. For a pestilent 
opinion had crept into the minds of some (even 
Priests, I am ashamed to speake it) that to take 
away Kings excommunicate, was nothing else but 
to weed out the cockle out of the Lord's field. 
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POETICAL DESCRIPTION qP 



THE MONUMENTS 



IN TUB CHURCH OF 



ST. JOHN, THE. EVANGELIST, 



BRECKNOCK, WAtES. 



1587. 



THOMAS CHURCHYARD, in a little book, 
dedicated to Queen Elizabeth, Anno 1587, enti- 
tled the Worthines of Wales; in his description of 
the Monuments in the Priory of the Church of St. 
John the Evangelist, hath these words: 

Wethin this Church there lyes beneath the quere^ 
These persons two, whose names now shall ye 
hear. 
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In tombe of stone, full fayre and finely wrought. 
One Waters lyes, with wife fast by his side; 
Of some great stock the couple may be thought. 
As by their armes on tomb may well be tried. 
Fi^U at his feet a goodly greyhound lyes 
And at his head, there is before your eyes. 
Three lebbords heads, three cupe», twp eagles dis- 

plaid, 
A fayre red cross, and further to be said. 

The ArmB qf Wattrs. 

A lyon blacke, a serpent fircdy mad^ 

With tayl wound up; these armes thus ended so, 

Cross-legg'd by him as was the antient trade, 

De Breos lyes, in picture as 1 troe^ 

Of most hard wood; which wood as divers say. 

No worme can eate, nor time can: weare away. 

A couching hound, as harrolds thought fiill meet^ 

In wood likewise, lyes underneath his feet. 

His Name was Reynold De Breos 
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EXTRACT 

FROM 

THE CHURCH ACCOUNTS 

OF 

GREAT MARLOW, BUCKS, 

BEGINNING AT I<ADir-DAV, 1592^ 

WHEN 

WILLIAM JAMES, and JOHN LANGLEY, Sen. 

Were Clmrch-Wardens. 



^. s. cL 
1592. PAID for mendynge the bells 
when the Queen came to 

Bysham Abbey 1 6 

Received of the torehmen, for 
the profytt of the Whitsun 
ale •••.•••.•••••.• 5 
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<3^. s, d, 
1604 & 5. Paid the ringers when the King 

came to Bustleham 5 

1608. Among the Church Goods: 
Item^ Fyve payr of garters and 

bells. 
Item, Fyve coats^ and a fool's 

coat. 
Item^ Flower feathers. — N.B. 
These morris coats were lent 
out to the neighbouring pa- 
rislies. They are accounted 
for till 1629. 
1612. Paid the ryngers when the 
Kynge came through the 

towne 2 6 

The office of Sidesman occurs 
till 1640. 
1617- Paid the ryngers when the 

Kynge came by to Bysham . . 5 
1642. Paid for throwing in the bull 
works about the Church and 
in Duck Lane, and for 
cleanuig the Church when 
the soldiers laye inn itt. 
1647. Layd out in going to Beacons- 
field about the Covenant. 
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1647- Payd the ringers when the 
King came thorow the 
towne 6 

1650, Sepember 29. For de&cing 

of the King's- Arms 1 

1651 . Paid to the painter, for setting 

up the State's arms 16 
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THE DEATH 
or 

KING JAMES THE FIRST, 

(or ENGLAND,) 

THE PROCLAMATION 
ov 

KING CHARLES THE FIRST, 

AS RHtATBO BY HOWBt. 
1625. 



IT was m J fortune to be on Sunday was fort- 
night at Theobalds^ where his late Majesty King 
James departed this fife, and went to his last rest, 
upon the day of rest, presently after sermon was 
done.. A little before the break of day he sent for 
the Prince, who rose out of his bed, and eame in 
his night gown; the King seemed to have some 
earnest thing to say unto him, and so endeavoured to 
rowze himself upon his pillow, but his spirits were 
so spent, that he had not strength to make** his 
words audible. *He died Of a* fever, which began 
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With an ague, and some Scotch doctors mutter at a 
plaister the Countess of Buckingham applied to the 
outside of his stomach. 'Tis thought the last 
breach of the match with Spain, which for so many 
yeari^hehad so vehemently desired, took too deep 
an impression in him, and that he was forced to 
rush into a war, now in his declining age, having 
lived in a continual uninterrupted peace his whole 
life, except some collateral aids he had sent his son: 
in law. As soon as he expired, the Privy Council 
sate^ and in less than a quarter of an hour,v King 
Charles was proclaimed at Theobald's Court Gate^ 
by Sir Edward Zouch, Knight Marshal, Master Se- 
cretary Conway dictating unto him. That whereas it 
had pleased God to take to his mercy our most gra- 
cious Soveraign King James, of famous memory^ 
We proclaim Prince Charles, bis rightful and indu- 
bitable heir, to be King of England, Scotland^ 
France,, and Ireland, &c. The Knight Marshal 
mistook, saying, his rightful and dubitable heir, but 
he was rectified by the Secretary. This being doi)e 
J took my horse instantly, and came to London first, 
except one, who was come a little before me;; inso- 
much that I found the gates shut. His now Majesty 
took coach, and the Duke of Buckingham with him^ 
and came to Saint James's ; in the evening he was 
proclaimed at White-Hall Gate, in Cheapside, and 
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other places^ in a sad shower of rain; and the wea- 
ther was suitable to the condition wherein he finds 
the kingdom which is cloudy ; for he is left ingagcd 
in a war with a potent Prince^ the people by long 
disuetude unapt for armes, the Fleet Royal in quater 
repair^ himself without a Queen^ his sister without 
a countrey, the Crown pitifully laden with debts^ 
and the purse of the state lightly ballasted^ though 
it never had better opportunity to be rich^ than it 
bad this last twenty years/ but^ God Almighty, I 
hope^ will make him emerge^ and pull this island 
out of all these plunges and preserve us from worser 
times. 

, The Plague is begun in White*Chappel, and as 
they say in the same house^ at the same day of the 
months with the same number that died twenty-two 
years since, wlien Queen Elizabeth departed. 

There are great preparations for the funeral^ and 
there is a design to buy all the cloth for mourning, 
white, atid then to put it to the dyers in gross, 
which is like to save the Crown a good deal of mo- 
ney, the drapers murmer extreamly at the Lord 
Cranfield for it. 
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EXTRACT 



I^OM 



HOWEVS LETTERS, 

DATSJD MARCH )5| 1626. 



THE French that came over with her Majesty^ 
for their petulancy^ and some misdemeanours^^ and 
imposing some odd penances upon the Queen> are 
all cashiered this week^ ahout a matter of six-score^ 
whereof the Bishop of Mende was one, who had 
stood to be steward of her Majesties courts whiqh 
office my lord of Holland hath ; it was a thhig sud- 
denly done^ for about one of the clock as they were 
at dinner, my Lord Conway, and Sir Thomas Ed- 
monds, came with an order fiom the King, that 
they must instantly away to Somerset House, for 
there were barges and coaches staying for them, and 
there they should have all their wages paid them ta 
a penny, and they must be content to quit the king* 
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dom: this sudden undreamed-of order^ struck an 
astonishment into them all^ both men and women ; 
and running to complain to the Queen. His Ma* 
jesty bad taken her before into his bed-chamber^ 
and locked the doors upon them^ until he had told 
her how matters stood; the Queen fell into a vio- 
lent passion, broke the glass windows, and tore her 
hair; but she was calmed afterwards. Just such a 
destiny happened in France some years since to the 
Queen's Spanish servaiits there, who were all dis- 
missed in like manner iGor some miscarriages; the 
like was done in Spain to the French, therefore 'tis 
no new thing. 

They are all now on their way to Dover, but I 
fear this will breed ill blood betwixt us and France, 
and may break out into an ill-favoured quarrel. 
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KINO CHARLES THE FIRST 

SISSCADED BY 

* 

THE EARL OF PORTLAND 

From erecting a Monument to the Memory qf 

THE DUKE OF BUCKINGHAM. 

(Roger Coke.) 



WHEN the Duke of Buckingham was stabbed 
by Felton, (1628,) the Earl of Portland was then 
newly made Lord Treasurer, and the King to mani- 
fest his affeetion to the Duke, ordered the Treasurer 
to issue out of the Exchequer, j^30,000, 1 think, for 
a solemn funeral for the Duke; but the Treasurer, 
unwilling the King should be at so hateful an ex- 
pence at a time, when the King was at war with 
France and Spain; told the King that the sum laid 
out in erecting a stately Tomb for the Duke, would 
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be a more lasting monument of his favour to tlie 
Duke than a Funeral Expence, which would be but 
the work of a day, and soon forgot: the King as- 
sented, and several patterns were brought, and what 
the King liked the Treasurer disliked; till at last 
the King pitched upon one which he said he would 

• 

have ; Jbut then the Treasurer said, — ** Sii;, what 
will the world say, that you should be at such an ex- 
pence for a favorite, when your father hath not a 
stone to cover him ?" virhich strook the King so, as 
he proceeded no farther in it. I remember, I think 
it was in 1 669, that the Commons voted ^50,000 
for the charge of taking up this King's body, and so- 
lemn funeral of it, and to have a Monument for it; 
but as if it had been blasted by fate, it was not done, 
King Charles his son, they say, forbidding it. 
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ACCOUNT OF 

VOUHD IV 

The Left Ventricle of a Human Heart. 

(HOWEL.) 
J 640. 



JOHN PENNANT, a young man of twenty- 
one, being dissected after his death, tliere was a 
kind of Serpent with divers tails found in the left 
ventricle of his heart, wlrich you know is the most 
defended part, being thrice thicker than the rights 
and in the cell which holds the purest and most ^ il- 
lustrious liquor, the arterial blood, and* the vital 
spirits. This Serpent was it seems three years in- 
gendering, for so long time he found himself in- 
disposed in the brest ; and it was observed, that his 
eye in the interim grew more sharp and fiery, like 
the eye of a cock, which is next to a serpent's eye 
in redness: so that the symptom of his inward disease 
might have been told by certain exterior rays and 
signatures. 
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Fashions of the Year 1646. 

(HoffEL.) 



THE world is here turned upside down, and it 
hath been long a going so ; you know a great while 
since we have had leather caps, and bever shooes, 
but now the arms are come to be leggs, for bishop's 
laun sleeves are worn for boot hose tops ; the waiste 
is come to the knee, for the points that were used to 
be about the middle are now dangling there \ boots 
and shooes are so long snouted, that one can hardly 
kneel in God's house, where all genuflections and 
postures of devotion and decency are quite out of 
use: the devil may walk freely up and down the 
streets of London now, for there is not a cross to 
fright him any where, and it seems he was never so 
busie in any country upon earth, for there have been 
more witches arraigned and executed here lately^ 
than ever were in this Island since the Creation. 
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THE DEATH 

OF 

KING JAMES THE SECOND, 

AS RELATBD BY 

FATHER FRANCIS SANDERS, 

OF 

The Society qfJesm, wid Co^fesscr to IBs Majesty^ 



THE King of England was ripe for Henveti^ «nfl 
Clod Almighty was pleased at last to hear hisprayers. 
He was seized with a palsie^ and grew dangerously 
ill upon*t. The physicians being of opinion that he 
tnight receive some benefit from tlte watery of Bour- 
bon, he went thither, and took them withiwnne suc- 
cess; but some months after his return to St. Ger- 
man's, he began to spit blood f^in as he had done 
before his journey to Bourbon. However, he ^»v«s 
eased a little, and was thought to be somewhat bet- 
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ter, wlien od Friday tbe second of SepleiDber, hair^ 
ing had less cest tbaiv ovdioary the night before, he 
found himself ill id. tbe Chapel where His Majesty 
WIS beariog mass^ He waa cariyed back into his 
apartm^nt^ and rested sometime in hia elbow chair ;i 
but as he was perceived to grow weaker and weaker,, 
be was desired to lay himself on his bed, and while 
the Queen was conducting him thither herself, lie 
fbli into her arms, without any feeling or pulse* 

He was at last brought to himself again, and 
passed the rest of tke day and the day following 
yretty weU> b^ on Sunday al^ut two % clock ia the 
afternoon, the danger was perfectly discovered, and 
the physicians found him with so wei^ and irregulaf 
a pulse, that they began ta despair of his life. 

He had no need of being told that he waa drawt* 
ing near his end, he knew it veiy well ; aB4 as he 
had been for a long time fami^rizing death to him- 
self, he was so fiEur fvom being hoabled at k, that 
he looked upon it with joy. His chief care from tlw 
time forward was to prepaid himself for a hapj^ 
death, and to lose no time^ that very day ke began 
to make a general confession^ which he had hardly 
finished before he was taken wit^h such a weakness^ 
aa was followed by a vomiting of bfood, which haA 
liked to have choaked him. However, he recovered 
himself and asked for the ViaHcumy and turnjog 
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himself towards his Confessor, ^* Father,*' sard he, 
**see that I receive all the Sacraments of the 
Church/*— The Father answered him, they would 
be brought him presently. But sometime after h« 
asked for them again, so long and tedious did the 
least delay seem to him. 

Mean time he called for his son ; the Prince came, 
and entered into the chamber, but it was a sad spec- 
tacle for him to behold the King covered with blood, 
and half dead. He ran to embrace him, and the 
King held out his arms to him himself, and em^ 
braced him with all the tenderness of a father. He 
blessed him, and as he gave him his blessing, re- 
ccHnmended to him above all tilings to stand fest ta 
his religion, and the service of God, whatever came 
of it, and to have always for the Queen all the res- 
pect and submission due to the best of mothers. 
Moreover, he told him liow much he was indebted 
to the King of France, which he charged him never 
to forget. It was not without some violence that 
the Prince was taken from him, the King would feitt 
have held him, — *^ Leave me not, my son,'* said 
he, ^^ let me give him my blessing once more,'*— — 
which he did, and then the Prince returned to his 
apartment. After that the King ordered the Prin* 
cess his daughter to be brought him. He spoke to- 
her much in the same terms he bad done to tile 
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Prinee. He gHve her his hienakig, and the 
ceis melted inta tears, gave him to understand bj 
the abundaace of thein> the inward sorrow of her 
heart. v 

When the King had done speaking to his chiklceni 
he ordered the Protestant Lords^ and his domesticks 
dl the same religion, who were in. his chamber to 
come near him. He exhorted them every one to 
embrace the Catholiek religion; assuring them that 
}f they followed the advice he gave them, they would 
^1 the same consolation that he did, whenever they 
found themselves in the same condition, they then 
■aw him in. Above ail, he bid them take notice 
and observe that the testimony he was now bearing 
io the Church, was the testimony of a dying man. 

Nor did he forget the Catholicks. He put them 
in mind that they ought to begin immediately to be 
Christians, by living as Clu-istians ought to live, aD4 
conforming the conduct of their life to their feith* 

During these transactions the Prior-curate of St. 
' German's entered, bearing the Holy Sacrament at 
which the King cryed out with great joy,— *^ See 
then, O my God, the happy hour is come!*' — ^The 
Prior asked him, as is usual, whether he believed 
Jesus Christ to be really and substantially in the 
Holy Host ? To which the King answered, " Yes^ 
I believe it; I believe it with all my hea?t."-r-H^ 
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pronounced these words with ardour and faith sO 
lively that the by-standers were moved with it and 
"wept. Then he communicated and spent some time< 
in inward converse with God, 

/ He had no sooner done iiis thanksgiving, but he 
desired to have the Exiveam Unction administered 
him. It was given him, and whilst he received it^ 
he had his mind present to whatever the Priest said 
or did. 

He also thought himself obliged to forgive those 
who had offended him, as he did by name the Prince 
of Orange, and his daughter the Princess of Den- 
mark. He had already forgiven them long before 
this, and had several times said, that he thought 
himself in some measure more obliged to the Prince 
of Orange than to all the world besides, because by 
takiiig from him three crowns, that Prince liad put 
liim in a way to purchase one infinitely more precious 
than them all. 

The King of England having fulfilled all his essen- 
fiial devoirs^ began now to think of his funeral. It 
was his particular desire, that what he had written 
in his will might be executed to the very letter, viz* 
Tliat his body might be interred in the parish church 
of St. German's, with no other ceremony but that 
of a private gentleman; and that no other Epitaph 
might be inserted on bis Tomb^ but these four 
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Wofds: ^^ Here lyes King James." — He bad this so 
much at heart, that he used very often to speak of 
it, and he charged the curate of St. German's to 
ask that favour of the most Christian King on his 
behalf. 

Thus Sunday passed which was the third day of 
his illness. About evenhig he began to recover his 
strength a little, and he had a better night than any 
before it. Next day his bleeding at the nose stopt, 
and had it not been for a continual fever, which 
though not violent, yet had its regular increases, 
.there had been no danger. Thus did the King suf- 
fer, but yet with a patience that could not be suffici- 
ently admired. Whenever he was asked> how he 
found himself? he made answer,—** I am well," — 
and he added, " that for a man to bemoan himself 
when he is afflicted, is not to suffer at all.'* 

It was very well known what a natural antipathy 
he had to the Jesuit's Powder^ but when he was to 
take it, one would have thought he had quite lost it; 
he used to call for it himself at the hours appointed, 
and would have nothing given him to take off the 
bitterness. Thus did he punctually observe what- 
ever was ordered him, not so much to hasten his re* 
covery, as to fulfil his duty, and the Queen's desires, 
wiiich he told her Majesty. He used to say he was 
astonished to see men take so much pains for the 
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heahk of the body, whilst they neglected the salva^- 
tion of the soul, and yet at the same time could be 
perswaded of the vast difference there is between 
the one and the other. 

Mass was said to liim in his chamber every dayv 
and the prayers in the evening, at which time he 
was as attentive and devout as if he had been in per- 
fect health. 



The decrease which was observed in his fever the 
eighth day, gave fresh hopes. But on tlie ninth he 
fell into a sleepiness that seemed to tend to a leth» 
argyy and on the twelfth his fever increased with 
great violence, his countenance changed, and it was 
believed he was just going to expire. 

The Queen seeing him in this coiulition, stayed 
by his bedside dissolved in tears. The King per<« 
ceived her, and to comfort her spoke after this nian*' 
<Ber,-— ^' Don't afflict yourself, Madam, I am going 
to be happy.' '-^" Sir, it is not you," replyed the 
Queen, at the same time kissing his handj-^^' it is 
not you that i bewail, it is myself." At which ma- 
Bient she was penetrated with such grief, that sl&t 
was ready to fall into a swoon. The King who ob** 
served it, prayed her Majesty to withdraw. She was 
conducted to her apartment, and as soon as she was 
gone out of the chamber they began the recomaieo^ 
dfttipB of his soul. 
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The King's drowsiness did not hinder him from 
employing himself on holy thoughts, a ready way to 
wake him was either to talk to him of God, or to 
pray by him. 

On the thirteenth in the morning he desired to 
be comforted with the Holy Communion once more. 
As much spent as he was, whenever he communi-* 
Gated, he had always the same fervour, and the same 
tenderness of devotion. 

The King of France who had not missed one day 
to inform himself of the state of his health, and had 
been already twice to see him, paid him a third visit» 
His most Christian Majesty went first into the 
Queen *s chamber, where that generous monarch de- 
clared to her the resolution he had taken that in case 
God Almighty should dispose of the King her hus- 
band, he would acknowledge the Prince her son 
King of England. The. Queen sent immediately 
for the young Prince, and acquainted him with what 
his most Christian Majesty designed to do in his 
favour. Then the King resuming the discourse, 
added, — " Sir, you are going to lose the King your 
father, but you shall always find another in me, and 
I shall look upon you as my own child." Then the 
Prince embracing the King's knees, assured him, 
that he also would have always the same respect for 
his Majesty, that he had for the King his father. 
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ihat he wonlii ne^er forget how mnch he was m-^ 
ithtti to him^ bat preserve a perfect ackiiowledg«» 
men I of it all his life time. 

The King of France passed from theuce into the 
King of England's chamber^ and went to his bed 
skle. The courtiers out of respect would have witb« 
drawQy but his most Christian Majesty s^nifyed to 
them that he would be glad to have all the world 
know- what he had to say; then addressing himself 
to the sick King^ he repeated aloud what ho liad be- 
fyet declared to the Queen^ concemtag'the Prince. 

it is impossible' to represent the 8ttitimeiil» of 
the English court upon that occasioa. Without any 
regard to the measures of decency, every one was^ 
eager to testify to the King of France their most 
grateful acknowledgment. They threw themselves 
at his feet^ and in sentiments mingled with comfort 
and sorrow, made the chamber ring with applauses, 
and sighs, insomuch that the thanks of his Brilan* 
nick Majesty could not be heard. 

The most Ciwistian King found himself so sensi*^ 
bly tOQcbed that he could hardly forbear weeping, 
and therefore retired. Then a croud of people iinom 
St. German ^s and roundabout came and joined the 
English Lords to applaud his Majesty afresh, and ta 
give him«a thousand blessings for so heroicai a de<* 
claration. The Kii^ of England disengaged as be 
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tras Srom the things of the world, was extremely 
■sensible of it, as he exprest as much to several peo- 
ple, and particularly to his Confessor. 

Besides the Prince and Lords of the court of 
France who visited him during his sickness, the 
^Pope's Nuncio came to testify the share he had in 
4ke loss which tlie church was going to sustain in his 
Toyal person. The King received him whh abund*- 
•noe of welcome, and exprest the joy he had, that in 
^ibis last extremity he could make profession of his 
faith in his presence. Tlien raising his voice he 
6sAd with a firm and hearty tone, — " I die a child df 
the Roman Catholick Church; and if it please God 
to restore me my health I will spend it hetter then I 
liave hitherto done, in the service of God and his 
Church." 

He lived about three days longer, during which 
the Pope*s Nuncio staid with him. He always pre- 
' served a full and intire understanding, and gave 
fresh and incessant proofs of his piety. 

In fine, on the sixteenth of September, which 
was on a Friday, and the last day of liis life, he again 
heard mass as he used to do about eight a clock in the 
morning. After mass, were recited the prayers for 
a happy death, and about ten a clock he grew mighty 
weak and almost lost his speech. The Crucifix 
was several times offered him to kiss it^ and every 
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time hckissed it, he did it with that eagerness, as if 
his h'ps would have cleaved to it; and then he would 
strive to raise his head and to follow it, which he 
did with his eyes at least, and much more with his 
heart. 

About two a clock in the afternoon he fell into 
a short agony, and a little after three a clock 
he commended his soul to God, to go and re« 
ceive a kingdom that cannot be taken from him by 
men. He dyed in the sixty-eighth year of his age« 
Although he had earnestly begged of the King of 
France to have no other burial given him but what 
was set down in his will, nevertheless his most 
Christian Majesty thought fit to have his body car* 
jryed to the Church of the English Benedictions in 
the suburbs of St. James's, Paris* 



THE END. 
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